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Overview of the Process

The following steps provide a high-level overview of the process for responding to a grant opportunity,
including submitting an application, and being selected for funding:

1.
2.

3.

TEA publishes grant application and supporting documents on the TEA Grant Opportunities webpage.
Eligible applicants submit grant application via Qualtrics to TEA by the specified deadline on the TEA
Grant Opportunities webpage.

Grant applications are reviewed and scored. Note: Applicants may be required to attend an oral
interview or respond to additional questions regarding their application.

TEA announces applicants selected for funding on the TEA
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Errata Notices

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Errata Notices.

DATE EVENT
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GFor all dates related to the grant, including reporting dates, see the TEA Grant Opportunities page. If a due
date falls on a weekend or holiday, the date will be on the following business day. All dates except the grant
ending date may vary slightly as conditions require.

Grant at a Glance

This section provides fundamental information pertinent to the grant program.

Authorizing Legislation

This grant is authorized by the General Appropriations Act (GAA), Article IlI, Rider 74, 88" Texas

Legislature.

Where to Submit the Grant Application

LASO individual application links will be emailed to Superintendents on October 23, 2023. Please see the
LASO website for more information.

Purpose of Program

Computer science is the foundation of innovation and represents a high-demand, high-wage
career pathway. In 2019, there were 389,000 computing job openings but fewer than 72,000
computer science graduates to fill them. Fortunately, there is evidence to suggest that computer
science course offerings in high school may address the labor market shortage.

According to College Board, students who took an Advanced Placement Computer Science
Principles (AP CSP) course were twice as likely to continue along a computer science pathway.
In fact, students who took an AP CSP course in high school were three times more likely to
major in computer science in college, holding true across various demographics. However, in
the 2019-2020 school year, 16% of Texas public schools offered AP CSP, and only 6% of rural
schools offered AP CSP.

To meet workforce demand and provide valuable student pathways, Texas schools can

integrate computer science into their course offerings. Rider 74 of the General Appropriations

Act, 2023 has directed these funds to be administered via a grant application process determined by the
Commissioner in support of technology, teacher training, and other expenses related to offering an AP CSP

course.

Eligible Applicants

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Eligibility To Apply

All Local Education Agencies (LEAS) are eligible to apply.
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Education Service Centers (ESCs) are not eligible to apply.

Shared Services Arrangement

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Shared Services Arrangements.

Shared services arrangements (SSAs) are not allowed for this grant program.

Application Attachments
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If selected, grantees are required to do the following tasks, at a minimum:

1.

The LEA assures the appointment of a primary point of contract and LEA lead for all grant related
activities. The LEA lead will be responsible for ensuring all assurances are met by the LEA, attend
grant-related check-ins and webinars hosted by TEA, and communicate with TEA should the primary
point of contact leave the LEA during the grant period.

The LEA assures participation in an end-of-grant focus group upon request. TEA may reach out to
request participation of LEA leadership.

The LEA assures the timely submission of all TEA requested data as part of the grant program.

The LEA assures the AP CSP grant will be managed to build capacity for the LEA, prioritize
marginalized students in receiving access to the AP CSP course, and ensures all course-enrolled
students take the AP CSP exam at no cost.

The LEA assures the AP CSP to be in the 2024-2025 Course Catalog and the year’s master schedule,
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12. The LEA assures additional learning opportunities will be planned for students who take the AP CSP
course, such as work-based learning opportunities, field trips, etc., to encourage students to continue
coursework in computer science.

13. The LEA assures support for students in selecting and succeeding in the AP CSP course and exam. A
student support plan will include how the AP CSP course supports the student’s program of study or
graduation plan and describes a variety of academic support strategies to meet a district goal for
student course success and a score of 3 or higher on the AP CSP exam. The student support plan will
be requested in a TEA program survey due August 31, 2024.

14. The LEA assures funds will be budgeted so that every AP CSP enrolled student can take the next exam
available at no cost.

15. The LEA assures the development of a sustainability plan for the course, ensuring the course can
continue to be offered after grant funds are no longer available.

Program Elements

This section provides detailed information about the grant.

Description of Program
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The following sections designated by an asterisk (*) are not required and may be skipped by entering a NA if not applicable.

*Qualifications and Experience
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{1 Sustainability plan.

Limits on Contracted Evaluators

Applicants should make every effort to ensure that contracted evaluators be independent and objective.

Application Funding

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines: Continuation Funding, Fund Management, and Use of Funds

It is anticipated that approximately $1,292,550, | will be awarded. LEAs can apply for a maximum amount
up to $100,000.

Selection of Applicants for Funding

Applicants will be selected in:
1 X
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TEA Priority Points Maximum Points
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