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(i) decoding multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns such 
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(4) Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
writing, and thinking--fluency. The student reads grade-level text with fluency and 
comprehension. The student is expected to use appropriate fluency (rate, accuracy, and 
prosody) when reading grade-level text. 

(5) Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
writing, and thinking--self-sustained reading. The student reads grade-appropriate texts 
independently. The student is expected to self-select text and read independently for a 
sustained period of time. 

(6) Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple 
texts. The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension 
of increasingly complex texts. The student is expected to: 

(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts; 

(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen 
understanding and gain information; 

(C) make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of 
genre, and structures; 

(D) create mental images to deepen understanding; 

(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society; 

(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding; 

(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas; 

(H) synthesize information to create new understanding; and 

(I) monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as re-reading, using 
background knowledge, asking questions, and annotating when understanding 
breaks down. 

(7) Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. 
The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, 
heard, or viewed. The student is expected to:  
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(A) infer the theme of a work, distinguishing theme from topic; 

(B) explain the relationships among the major and minor characters; 

(C) analyze plot elements, including the sequence of events, the conflict, and the 
resolution; and 

(D) explain the influence of the setting on the plot. 

(9) Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--
genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and 
purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse texts. The student is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children's 
literature such as folktales, fables, fairy tales, legends, and myths; 

(B) explain rhyme scheme, sound devices, and structural elements such as stanzas in 
a variety of poems; 

(C) discuss elements of drama such as characters, dialogue, setting, and acts; 

(D) recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including: 

(i) the central idea with supporting evidence; 

(ii) features such as sections, tables, graphs, timelines, bullets, numbers, and 
bold and italicized font to support understanding; and 

(iii) organizational patterns such as cause and effect and problem and 
solution; 

(E) recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by: 

(i) identifying the claim; 

(ii) distinguishing facts from opinion; and 

(iii) identifying the intended audience or reader; and 

(F) recognize characteristics of multimodal and digital texts. 

(10) Author's purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using 
multiple texts. The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors' choices and how 
they influence and communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student analyzes 
and applies author's craft purposefully in order to develop his or her own products and 
performances. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain the author's purpose and message within a text; 

(B) explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose; 

(C) explain the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes; 

(D) describe how the author's use of imagery, literal and figurative language such as 
simile, and sound devices such as onomatopoeia achieves specific purposes; 

(E) identify the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view; 

(F) discuss how the author's use of language contributes to voice; and 

(G) 
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(13) Inquiry and research: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple 
texts. The student engages in both short-term and sustained recursive inquiry processes 
for a variety of purposes. The student is expected to: 

(A) generate questions on a topic for formal and informal inquiry; 

(B) develop and follow a research plan with adult assistance; 

(C) identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources; 

(D) identify primary and secondary sources; 

(E) demonstrate understanding of information gathered; 

(F) recognize the difference between paraphrasing and plagiarism when using source 
materials; 

(G) create a works cited page; and 

(H) use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to 
present results. 

 
§111.5. Mathematics, Grade 3, Adopted 2012. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The desire to achieve educational excellence is the driving force behind the Texas essential 
knowledge and skills for mathematics, guided by the college and career readiness standards. By 
embedding statistics, probability, and finance, while focusing on computational thinking, 
mathematical fluency, and solid understanding, Texas will lead the way in mathematics education 
and prepare all Texas students for the challenges they will face in the 21st century. 

(2) The process standards describe ways in which students are expected to engage in the content. The 
placement of the process standards at the beginning of the knowledge and skills listed for each 
grade and course is intentional. The process standards weave the other knowledge and skills 
together so that students may be successful problem solvers and use mathematics efficiently and 
effectively in daily life. The process standards are integrated at every grade level and course. 
When possible, students will apply mathematics to problems arising in everyday life, society, and 
the workplace. Students will use a problem-solving model that incorporates analyzing given 
information, formulating a plan or strategy, deter
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perseverance. Students in Grade 3 are expected to perform their work without the use of 
calculators. 

(4) The primary focal areas in Grade 3 are place value, operations of whole numbers, and 
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(D) compa
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(H) determine the number of objects in each group when a set of objects is partitioned into 
equal shares or a set of objects is shared equally; 

(I) determine if a number is even or odd using divisibility rules; 

(J) determine a quotient using the relationship between multiplication and division; and 

(K) solve one-step and two-step problems involving multiplication and division within 100 
using strategies based on objects; pictorial models, including arrays, area models, and 
equal groups; properties of operations; or recall of facts. 

(5) Algebraic reasoning. The student applies mathematical process standards to analyze and create 
patterns and relationships. The student is expected to: 

(A) represent one- and two-step problems involving addition and subtraction of whole 
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(C) determine the solutions to problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals 
in minutes using pictorial models or tools such as a 15-minute event plus a 30-minute 
event equals 45 minutes; 

(D) determine when it is appropriate to use measurements of liquid volume (capacity) or 
weight; and 

(E) determine liquid volume (capacity) or weight using appropriate units and tools. 

(8) Data analysis. The student applies mathematical process standards to solve problems by 
collecting, organizing, displaying, and interpreting data. The student is expected to:  

(A) summarize a data set with multiple categories using a frequency table, dot plot, 
pictograph, or bar graph with scaled intervals; and 

(B) solve one- and two-step problems using categorical data represented with a frequency 
table, dot plot, pictograph, or bar graph with scaled intervals. 

(9) Personal financial literacy. The student applies mathematical process standards to manage one's 
financial resources effectively for lifetime financial security. The student is expected to: 
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(A) explore and record how soils are formed by weathering of rock and the 
decomposition of plant and animal remains; 

(B) investigate rapid changes in Earth's surface such as volcanic eruptions, 
earthquakes, and landslides; and 

(C) explore the characteristics of natural resources that make them useful in products 
and materials such as clothing and furniture and how resources may be 
conserved. 

(8) Earth and space. The student knows there are recognizable patterns in the natural world 
and among objects in the sky. The student is expected to: 

(A) observe, measure, record, and compare day-to-day weather changes in different 
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Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness--That to 
secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
Powers from the Consent of the Governed." 

(8) Students discuss how and whether the actions of U.S. citizens and the local, state, and 
federal governments have achieved the ideals espoused in the founding documents. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) History. The student understands how individuals, events, and ideas have influenced the 
history of various communities. The student is expected to: 

(A) describe how individuals, events, and ideas have changed communities, past and 
present; 

(B) identify individuals, including Pierre-  �1) 
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(A) identify and describe the heroic deeds of state and national heroes and military 
and first responders such as Hector P. Garcia, James A. Lovell, and the Four 
Chaplains; and 

(B) identify and describe the heroic deeds of individuals suc
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§114.4. Languages Other Than English, Elementary, Adopted 2014. 

(a)  According to the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning, advanced level language 
proficiency is necessary for college and career readiness. To that end, students should have uninterrupted, 
consistent access to early standards-based learning experiences in languages other than English. School 
districts are strongly encouraged to offer languages other than English in the elementary grades in 
immersion or Foreign Language in Elementary Schools (FLES) settings with consistent and frequent 
exposure. For districts that offer languages in elementary school, the expected student outcomes are the 
same as those designated at levels I-IV in Subchapter C of this chapter (relating to Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English). 

(b)  Districts may offer a level of a language in a variety of scheduling arrangements that may extend or 
reduce the traditional schedule when careful consideration is given to the instructional time available on a 
campus and the language ability, access to programs, and motivation of students. 
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(F) identify that there are diseases such as allergies, asthma, diabetes, and epilepsy 
that are not caused by germs; and 

(G) identify common vectors, including ticks and mosquitos, and explain how and 
when to perform a self-check for vectors. 

(3) Mental health and wellness--social and emotional health. The student identifies and 
applies strategies to develop socio-emotional health, self-regulation, and healthy 
relationships. The student is expected to: 

(A) 
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(A) describe how to effectively respond to bullying and cyberbullying of oneself or 
others; 

(B) explain the importance of seeking assistance in making decisions about personal 
safety; and 

(C) define abuse and neglect. 

(14) Alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs--use, misuse, and physiological effects. The student 
understands the difference between the use and misuse of different substances and how 
the use and misuse of substances impacts health. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify misuse and proper use of over-the-counter and prescription drugs; and 

(B) describe the harmful effects of alcohol, tobacco, other drugs, and dangerous 
substances, including inhalants, vaping products, and household products, on 
physical health. 

(15) Alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs--short- and long-term impacts. The student identifies 
and analyzes the short- and long-term impacts of the use and misuse of alcohol; tobacco; 
drugs, including prescription drugs; and other substances. The student is expe
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intelligence. Physical education addresses the three domains of learning: 
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(4) Access to age-appropriate physical education equipment is essential to quality 
instruction. Basic, age-appropriate equipment for all students is imperative for the 
development of motor skills, manipulative skills, and eventually becoming a physically 
literate lifelong learner. Without basic, age-appropriate equipment, students will not have 
the necessary experiences to become physically literate, lifelong learners. All equipment 
should be age appropriate for the grade levels to be taught. The term "age appropriate" 
means that the equipment must include a variety of sizes, weights, and textures to provide 
differentiated experiences for various ages and ability levels of students. Basic equipment 
for quality instruction includes, but is not limited to, the following list: sports balls, 
including fleece balls, foam balls, tennis balls, beach balls, volleyballs, basketballs, 
soccer balls, footballs, baseballs, softballs, and unity balls; striking implements, including 
golf clubs, hockey sticks, baseball bats, pool noodles, tennis rackets, racquetball rackets, 
pickleball paddles, lollipop paddles, and ping pong paddles; goals for various sports, 
including soccer goals and basketball goals; nets and standards for a variety of sports, 
including volleyball, pickleball, badminton, and tennis; fitness-related equipment; other 
basic equipment, including scarves, bean bags, hula hoops, jump ropes, and scooters; 
classroom management equipment, including cones, mats, pinnies, poly spots, and ball 
inflators; and technology, including microphones, projectors, speakers, heart rate 
monitors, timers, and other technology appropriate for instruction. 

(5) In Kindergarten-Grade 5, students learn fundamental movement skills and cues; begin to 
understand that the body functions in relation to physical activity; develop body control; 
become aware of the health-related fitness components; begin applying strategies, rules, 
etiquette, and conflict resolution techniques in dynamic situations; and identify safety 
practices and protocols while being physically active. Students engage in activities that 
develop basic levels of strength, endurance, and flexibility. Activities are presented to 
complement a student's natural inclination to view physical activity as challenging and 
enjoyable. 

(6) Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, 
while those containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) Movement patterns and movement skills--locomotor skills. The physically literate student 
demonstrates competency in fundamental movement patterns and developmentally 
appropriate locomotor skills. The student is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate correct technique while hopping, galloping, running, sliding, 
skipping, and leaping; 

(B) demonstrate correct jumping and landing technique from different heights; 

(C) demonstrate intermediate balancing to include equipment, cross lateralization 
using a variety of coordination skills, and sequencing of three skills with 
repetition; and 

(D) spin and roll with control at different levels, speeds, and positions with 
manipulatives. 

(2) Movement patterns and movement skills--non-locomotor skills. The physically literate 
student demonstrates competency in fundamental movement patterns and 
developmentally appropriate non-locomotor skills. The student is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate moving in and out of a balanced position with control during 
dynamic activities; and 
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(B) combine bending, stretching, twisting, curling, pushing, pulling, and swaying in a 
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(7) Performance strategies--outdoor and recreational pursuits. The physically literate student 
demonstrates competency in outdoor and recreational pursuits. The student is expected to 
participate in introductory outdoor recreational skills and activities such as rock climbing, 
hiking, paddle sports, disc golf, or challenge courses. 

(8) Health, physical activity, and fitness--fitness principles. The physically literate student 
demonstrates and recognizes a health-enhancing, physically active lifestyle. The student 
is expected to: 

(A) describe the benefits of regular physical activity, including stress management; 

(B) identify the importance of frequency and intensity during endurance activities; 
and 

(C) explain and demonstrate the correct techniques of health-related fitness 
components. 

(9) Health, physical activity, and fitness--analyze data. The physically literate student 
demonstrates competency in the ability to analyze data used during fitness performance. 
The student is expected to: 

(A) describe the importance of setting personal fitness goals in improving health-
related fitness; and 

(B) identify how to measure improvement and track progress for health-related 
fitness. 

(10) Health, physical activity, and fitness--nutrition and hydration. The physically literate 
student recognizes the correlation between nutrition, hydration, and physical activity. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) differentiate between healthy and unhealthy foods and their impact on sustainable 
energy for physical activity; and 

(B) differentiate between water and processed sugar or high-calorie drinks and their 
impact on sustainable energy for physical activity. 

(11) Health, physical activity, and fitness--environmental awareness and safety practices. The 
physically literate student demonstrates competency in environmental awareness and 
understands safety practices. The student is expected to: 

(A) select proper attire and safety equipment that promote safe participation and 
prevent injury in a variety of physical activities; and 

(B) exhibit correct safety precautions, including pedestrian, water, sun, cycling, 
skating, and scooter safety. 

(12) Social and emotional health--personal responsibility and self-management. The 
physically literate student demonstrates competency in personal responsibility. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) explain that personal actions have consequences for self and others; 

(B) demonstrate respect for differences and similarities in abilities of self and others; 
and 

(C) explain and demonstrate self-management skills to control personal impulses and 
emotions. 



revised August 2022 

28 

(13) Social and emotional health--resolving conflict and social interaction. The physically 
literate student demonstrates competency in resolving conflict and social interaction. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) 
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(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy skills 
using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by learning 
about, understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and expressive 
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§117.112. Music, Grade 3, Adopted 2013. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique 
experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines 
engage and motivate all students through active learning, critical thinking, and innovative 
problem solving. The fine arts develop cognitive functioning and increase student academic 
achievement, higher-order thinking, communication, and collaboration skills, making the fine arts 
applicable to college readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and 
everyday life. Students develop aesthetic and cultural awareness through exploration, leading to 
creative expression. Creativity, encouraged through the study of the fine arts, is essential to 
nurture and develop the whole child. 

(2) Four basic strands--foundations: music literacy; creative expression; historical and cultural 
relevance; and critical evaluation and response--provide broad, unifying structures for organizing 
the knowledge and skills students are expected to acquire. The foundation of music literacy is 
fostered through reading, writing, reproducing, and creating music, thus developing a student's 
intellect. Through creative expression, students apply their music literacy and the critical-thinking 
skills of music to sing, play, read, write, and/or move. By experiencing musical periods and 
styles, students will understand the relevance of music to history, culture, and the world, 
including the relationship of music to other academic disciplines and the vocational possibilities 
offered. Through critical listening, students analyze, evaluate, and respond to music, developing 
criteria for making critical judgments and informed choices. 

(3) Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those 
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(C) identify new and previously learned music symbols and terms referring to tempo and 
dynamics, including mezzo piano and mezzo forte. 

(3) Creative expression. The student performs a varied repertoire of developmentally appropriate 
music in informal or formal settings. The student is expected to: 

(A) sing or play classroom instruments with accurate intonation and rhythm independently or 
in groups; 

(B) sing or play a varied repertoire of music such as American folk songs and folk songs 
representative of local cultures independently or in groups; 

(C) move alone or with others to a varied repertoire of music using gross motor, fine motor, 
locomotor, and non-locomotor skills and integrated movement such as hands and feet 
moving together; 

(D) perform simple part work, including rhythmic and melodic ostinati, derived from known 
repertoire; and 

(E) interpret through performance new and previously learned music symbols and terms 
referring to tempo and dynamics, including mezzo piano and mezzo forte. 

(4) 



revised August 2022 

32 

(1) The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique 
experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines 
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(B) use simple technical theatre elements such as props, costumes, sound, and visual 
elements that define character, environment, action, and theme; 

(C) plan dramatic play; 

(D) cooperate and interact with others in dramatic play; and 

(E) observe live or multimedia theatrical performances. 

(4) Historical and cultural relevance. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) explore historical and diverse cultural influences from a variety of sources through 
dramatic activities; 

(B) illustrate similarities and differences between life and theatre, television, and film 
through dramatic play; and 

(5) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical 
performances. The student is expected to: 

(A) apply appropriate audience behavior consistently; 

(B) discuss and evaluate simple dramatic activities and performances; and 

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances. 

 
§126.7. Technology Applications, Grades 3-5, Beginning with School Year 2012-2013. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The technology applications curriculum has six strands based on the National Educational 
Technology Standards for Students (NETS•S) and performance indicators developed by the 
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE): creativity and innovation; 
communication and collaboration; research and information fluency; critical thinking, problem 
solving, and decision making; digital citizenship; and technology operations and concepts. 

(2) Through the study of the six strands in technology applications, students use creative thinking and 
innovative processes to construct knowledge and develop products. Students communicate and 
collaborate both locally and globally to reinforce and promote learning. Research and information 
fluency includes the acquisition and evaluation of digital content. Students develop critical-
thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making skills by collecting, analyzing, and reporting 
digital information. Students practice digital citizenship by behaving responsibly while using 
technology tools and resources. Through the study of technology operations and concepts, 
students learn technology related terms, concepts, and data input strategies. 

(3) Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those 
containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) Creativity and innovation. The student uses creative thinking and innovative processes to 
construct knowledge and develop digital products. The student is expected to: 

(A) create original products using a variety of resources; 

(B) 
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(C) use virtual environments to explore systems and issues. 

(2) Communication and collaboration. The student collaborates and communicates both locally and 
globally using digital tools and resources to reinforce and promote learning. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) draft, edit, and publish products in different media individually and collaboratively; 

(B) use font attributes, color, white space, and graphics to ensure that products are 
appropriate for multiple communication media, including monitor display, web, and 
print; 

(C) collaborate effectively through personal learning communities and social environments; 

(D) select and use appropriate collaboration tools; 

(E) evaluate the product for relevance to the assignment or task; and 

(F) perform basic software application functions, including opening applications and 
creating, modifying, printing, and saving files. 

(3) Research and information fluency. The student acquires and evaluates digital content. The student 
is expected to: 

(A) use various search strategies such as keyword(s); the Boolean identifiers and, or, and not; 
and other strategies appropriate to specific search engines; 

(B) collect and organize information from a variety of formats, including text, audio, video, 
and graphics; 

(C) validate and evaluate the relevance and appropriateness of information; and 

(D) acquire information appropriate to specific tasks. 

(4) Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making. The student researches and evaluates 
projects using digital tools and resources. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify information regarding a problem and explain the steps toward the solution; 

(B) collect, analyze, and represent data to solve problems using tools such as word 
processing, databases, spreadsheets, graphic organizers, charts, multimedia, simulations, 
models, and programming languages; 

(C) evaluate student-created products through self and peer review for relevance to the 
assignment or task; and 

(D) evaluate technology tools applicable for solving problems. 

(5) Digital citizenship. The student practices safe, responsible, legal, and ethical behavior while using 
digital tools and resources. The student is expected to: 

(A) adhere to acceptable use policies reflecting positive social behavior in the digital 
environment; 

(B) respect the 
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