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Information about the Texas Assessment Program can 
be found on the Student Assessment website.  

Texas Educator Committees  

The Texas Education Agency is encouraging highly qualified  educators to 
apply to participate in  educator committees for the Texas Assessment 
Program. Click the link or scan the QR code for more information.  

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment
https://www.texasassessment.gov/educator-committees.html
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Overview  
The Texas Formative Assessment Resource (TFAR) is a platform that allows educators  to create 
and share formative assessments  free of charge. Educators can choose from a bank of released 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) questions  or  a bank of other Texas 
items or they can author questions themselves. These assessments can be  
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Assessment Ty pe Sample Frequency  Sample Composition  

Mini assessment  Every 2–3 days  4–5 questions covering  1–2 content 
standards  

Weekly assessment  Once a week 7–10 questions covering 3– 4 content 
standards  

Monthly assessment  Every 3–4 weeks About 15 questions covering about 10 
content standards  

Warm -up 

Exit ticket  

While warm -ups and exit tickets can  occur daily, it is important to 
note that class time constraints often allow for only a single 
question tied to a single standard. A teacher should review the 
cumulative reporting of a standard to understand a student’s 
progress toward mastery.  
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Training 
Trainings for TFAR are posted on  the Learning Management System  (LMS), which can be 
accessed on the Educators  page of the Texas Assessment website. The recorded trainings focus 
on formative assessments and technology and system resources.  Technology- and system -
specific recorded trainings can also be accessed through LMS. Trainings include:  

�x Technology Requirements for the Texas Assessment Program  

�x The Centralized Reporting System  Overview 

�x Texas Formative Assessment Resource (TFAR) Overview  

�x TFAR Authoring system modules  

In addition to reading this guide, district and campus  testi ng personnel administering 
assessments through TFAR can review the resources available online to familiarize themselves 
with current testing guidelines and procedures.  

Title  Audience 

Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) User Guide Testing Coordinators and 
Classroom Teachers  

Test Delivery System (TDS) User Guide Testing Coordinators  and 
Classroom Teachers  

Setting Up TDS Workstations Testing Coordinators  

Centralized Reporting System (CRS) User Guide Testing Coordinators and 
Classroom Teachers  

 

  

https://www.texasassessment.gov/educators.html
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793213706/Test+Information+Distribution+Engine+TIDE+User+Guide
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793214951/Test+Delivery+System+TDS+User+Guide
https://www.texasassessment.gov/tech-guide.html
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793216277/Centralized+Reporting+System+CRS+User+Guide


https://tx-authoring.cambiumast.com/
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�x Create Assessments—Educators may create assessments using questions from the 
STAAR Released Items Library or the Other Texas Items Library or questions shared by 
other users or created by the educators themselves.  

�x Schedule or Start a Test Session —Once students are registered in TIDE and the 
assessment is created in TFAR, the educator must schedule a test session using TDS. 

�x Print Test Tickets—Authorized TIDE users can print test tickets and monitor test 
progress. The teacher must  provide the session ID or  test link to the students so they 
can join the session when it starts.  

�x Launch T DS—Educators must ensure that the s ecure browser application is launched 
on each student’s device or that they have accessed the district test link on the ticket. 
(Educators must create  a session before students can log in. ) The educator must first 
join a proctored session to be able to approve student requests to join. Refer to the TDS 
User Guide for more information.  

�x Assist Students with Logging In— Students must have the 
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Question Type Question Type Description  

Passage set 
(Stimulus) 

The student reads a passage or reviews a multimedia resource and 
responds to a set of associated items . 

Multiple Choice The student select s a single answer from a list of options.  

Multiple Select  The student  selects more than one correct answer from a set of possible 
answers . 

Hot Text  The student cites evidence by selecting highlighted text in a sentence, 
paragraph, or extended reading.  

Hot Spot  The student  responds by selecting one or more specific areas of a 
graphic. 

Edit Task The student responds by editing words or phrases in a sentence.  

Edit Task Inline 
Choice 

The student  selects the correct answers from one or more dropdown 
menus . 

Simple Text Entry  The student  responds by writing a brief string of text such as a number, 
word, or phrase . 

Embedded Text 
Entry 

The student responds by writing an answer in one or more blank text 
boxes that appear in a sentence.  

Text/Image Drag 
and Drop  

The student  evaluates a given number of options (e.g., words, numbers, 
symbols) and chooses which responses to drag to a given area (e.g., a 
diagram, map, chart) . 

Table Match  The student  matches statements or objects to different categories 
presented in a table grid. 

Equation 
Response 

The student  can write responses in the form of fractions, expressions, 
equations, or inequalities . 

Multip art  The student responds to a multi part question where each part is  scored 
separately.  

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/texas-formative-assessment-resource
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Accommodated Questions  
TDS Student View templates are available in the Authoring system. Users can select subject -
area or course -specific options from the TDS Student View  dropdown by navigating to the Test 
Properties menu while adding items from a library to a new test. If accommodations are set in 
TIDE and an educator uses a TFAR template, the test attributes  would appear as they do for 
STAAR. Test attributes are entered in the subject -specific columns in the Test Attributes portion 
of the Student Information task.  

In order for a student to receive a Spanish version of a user-authored test, the test must be 
created in Spanish. Even  if  Presentation is set to “Spanish” in TIDE, if a test is constructed in 
English, the test content will only be available in English.  

Most of the standard accessibility tools (e.g., highlighter, color contrast, magnifier, graphing and 
drawing  tool) that students regularly use  in an online testing environment will also be available 
on assessments created in TFAR. Most STAAR accommodations and accessibility tools, including 
content and language supports, will also be available for questions  in the STAAR Released Items 
Library . Questions created by users are not tagged for accessibility.  

The embedded supports  for STAAR released items that are available when a TDS Student View 
template is selected in TFAR are as follows : 

�x American Sign Language (ASL) 

�x Content and l anguage supports  

�x Word prediction (Co:Writer) *  

�x Speech-to -text (STT)* 

�x Text-to -speech (TTS)*  

�x Auto TTS 

*
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* Mathematics reference materials and RLA writing checklists are also available in Spanish.  

The following global tools  are available in TFAR: 

�x Highlight  

�x Sticky notes  

�x Graph/draw  

�x Line reader  

�x Mark for review  

�x Item tutorials *  

�x Strikethrough (multiple choice) 

�x Select previous version (constructed response)  

* Item tutorials are only available for r eleased STAAR items and are not available for user-
authored items even if a template is used . 

Students can select the following editable test settings from the Test Settings menu in the 
Student Interface:  

�x Color setting  

�x Large mouse pointer  

�x Zoom  

When a template is in use, a paused assessment resumed within eight hours will be resumed 
where the student left off, and the student will be able to change any previously answered 
questions. After eight  hours, the assessment will resume where the student left off, but the 
student w ill not be able to change any previously answered questions. Skipped questions  will 
be marked unanswered. Student accommodations will be honored when test attributes are 
entered in TIDE. The STAAR eight-hour pause rule, ability to skip a  question , and student 
accommodations will NOT be honored if TDS Student View templates are not used when users 
are creating assessments.  

If templates are not used, the time limit to resume a paused assessment and change previous 
answers shortens to 20 minutes.  Student s are not able to skip questions during the assessment 
if templates are not used; each question must be answered before the student can proceed to 
the next question.  

Refer to the Upload Student Information into TIDE page of the District and Campus Coordinator 
Resources 

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793212124/Upload+Student+Information+into+TIDE
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The table below indicates which users can access specific features and tasks within the TFAR 
Authoring system.  

Accessing TFAR Resources 

 ERS RCU* DTC DTA DCU* CTC TE 
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Testing Systems Information 

System Requirements  
Test administrators must have a supported browser installed on their computer to use 
Cambium Assessment, Inc. systems. R efer to the Technology Resources  page of the Texas 
Assessment website and the  Minimum System Requirements  page of the Coordinator Resources 
for a detailed list of system requirements, including supported operating systems and web 
browsers . Test administrators should be familiar with a spreadsheet application  to effectively 
use file uploads and extracts . 

Secure Browsers  
Students using personal computers running Windows, macOS, Ubuntu, Fedora, or Chrome OS 
should download and install either the Chrome or Firefox web browsers; Internet Explorer is 
not supported. Refer to the Setting Up TDS Workstations  webpage for a complete list of 
supported browsers. NOTE:  Browsers should be set to full screen for optimal rendering of test 
content  during testing . 

Technical Tasks  
The following is a list of tasks that campus technology staff must  complete:  

�x Set Up the Administrator Device —Approved browsers must be installed on devices 
used for test administration . Refer to the Technology Resources webpage for more 
information. 

�x Set Up Student Devices —
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