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Presentation Instructions for Question 1

 • Present Stimulus�1. Communicate: Here is the article “Accidental Inventions.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus�1. Communicate the title and the text.

 • Communicate: Find the microwave oven.

 

Stimulus 1
Accidental Inventions

An engineer named Percy Spencer had the idea 
for a microwave oven when he put a candy bar in 
his pocket and it melted.
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the microwave oven, � mark A for question 1 and move to question�2.

If the student does not find the microwave oven, �
 • remove the stimulus;
 • wait at least five seconds; and
 • replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the microwave oven,

� mark B for question 1 and move to question�2.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the microwave oven,

� mark C for question 1 and move to question�2.
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the woman cooking food in a 
microwave oven in Stimulus 2b,

� mark A for question 2 and move to question�3.

If the student does not find the woman cooking 
food in a microwave oven in Stimulus 2b,

�

 •
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Presentation Instructions for Question 3

 • Present Stimulus 3a and 3b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Accidental Inventions.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 3a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 3b. Communicate the text in each answer choice.

 • Communicate: Find how the Kellogg brothers invented Corn Flakes.

 

Stimulus 3a
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Corn Flakes is a popular cereal that was 
accidentally invented over 100 years ago. John 
Kellogg and his brother William worked at a 
health spa. The two brothers wanted to make 
healthy food for the guests. One day they 
accidentally ruined a batch of boiled wheat. 
Instead of throwing away the ruined dough, they 
rolled the dough into thin, flat sheets. Then they 
broke the sheets into small flakes. They had 
accidentally invented a new kind of cereal. They 
improved on the idea by using corn instead of 
wheat. Today, millions of people eat Corn Flakes 
for breakfast.

Stimulus 3b

They accidentally ruined a 
batch of boiled wheat.

They accidentally broke the 
dough into flakes.
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “They accidentally ruined a 
batch of boiled wheat” in Stimulus 3b,

� mark A for question 3 and move to question�4.

If the student does not find “They accidentally 
ruined a batch of boiled wheat” in Stimulus 3b,

�

provide one of these allowable teacher assists 
to the student:

 • Have the student describe what the Kellogg 
brothers did in Stimulus 3a. OR

 • Highlight “wheat,” “dough,” and “corn” in 
Stimulus 3b.

Replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds “They accidentally ruined a batch 
of boiled wheat” in Stimulus 3b,

� mark B for question 3 and move to question�4.

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find “They accidentally ruined 
a batch of boiled wheat” in Stimulus 3b,

� mark C for question 3 and move to question�4.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 6

 • Present Stimulus 6a and 6b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Knitting Together a Plan.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 6a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 6b. Communicate: This is Finn learning to knit. 
This is Finn taking care of rabbits.

 • Communicate: Find what Dad suggests that Finn choose for his hobby.

 

Stimulus 6a
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Presentation Instructions for Question 7

 • Present Stimulus 7a and 7b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Knitting Together a Plan.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 7a. Communicate the text.

 •
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Finn practices speaking to his family as if they 
were the judges, describing how he checks each 
rabbit�s ears, eyes, teeth, all the way down to the 
toenails. He has trained the rabbits so well that 
they both sit completely still while he talks.

     “Nice job,” Dad says. “The county fair will be 
here before you know it.”

Stimulus 7b

*

Dad wants to remind Chrissy that she 
needs to have something knitted ready 
to enter at the county fair.

Dad wants to remind Finn that he has 
only a short time to practice before he 
shows the rabbits at the county fair.

Dad wants to remind Chrissy and Finn 
that after the county fair, they no 
longer have to work on their hobbies.

 





16

Stimulus 8b
* Chrissy wants Finn to know that she 

used wool from the rabbits to knit the 
sweater sleeves.

Chrissy wants Finn to know that girls 
from school helped her knit the new 
sweater sleeves. 

Chrissy wants Finn to know that the 
girls at The Yarn Shoppe taught her 
how to use the spinning wheel.      

 

Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Chrissy wants Finn to know 
that she used wool from the rabbits to knit the 
sweater sleeves” in Stimulus 8b,

� mark A for question 8 and move to question�9.

If the student does not find “Chrissy wants Finn 
to know that she used wool from the rabbits to 
knit the sweater sleeves” in Stimulus 8b,

� replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “Chrissy wants Finn to know that 
she used wool from the rabbits to knit the 
sweater sleeves” in Stimulus 8b,

� mark B for question 8 and move to question�9.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “Chrissy wants Finn to 
know that she used wool from the rabbits to knit 
the sweater sleeves” in Stimulus 8b,

� mark C for question 8 and move to question�9.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 9

 • Present Stimulus�9.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus�9. Communicate: This sentence about the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo has been revised by adding details. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: Find the revised sentence about the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.

 

Stimulus 9

People from all around the world come to 
Houston in the spring to watch cowboys 
and cowgirls compete in the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo. 
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the revised sentence about 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo,

� mark A for question 9 and move to question�10.

If the student does not find the revised sentence 
about the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo,

�
 • remove the stimulus;
 • wait at least five seconds; and
 • replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the revised sentence about the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo,

� mark B for question 9 and move to question�10.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the revised sentence about the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo,

� mark C for question 9 and move to question�10.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 10

 • Present Stimulus 10a and 10b. Communicate: Here is more information about the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 10a. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: This sentence needs to be edited. The underlined word is incorrect in the 
sentence.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 10b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the word that correctly replaces the underlined word.

 

Stimulus 10a
People on horseback and people with horse-drawn 
wagons meeting  to participate in the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo parade.



19

Presentation Instructions for Question 11

 • Present Stimulus 11a and 11b. Communicate: Here is more information about the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 11a. Communicate the text.
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “The cowboy tries to stay on 
the bull while the bull tries to send the cowboy 
flying” in Stimulus 12b,

�
mark A for question 12 and move to 
question�13.

If the student does not find “The cowboy tries to 
stay on the bull while the bull tries to send the 
cowboy flying” in Stimulus 12b,

� replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “The cowboy tries to stay on the 
bull while the bull tries to send the cowboy 
flying” in Stimulus 12b,

�
mark B for question 12 and move to 
question�13.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “The cowboy tries to stay 
on the bull while the bull tries to send the 
cowboy flying” in Stimulus 12b,

�
mark C for question 12 and move to 
question�13.

Grade 6 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2



23

Presentation Instructions for Question 13

 • Present Stimulus�13.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus�13. Communicate: This is the city of Houston, Texas. Communicate 
the text.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence about Houston, Texas.

 

Stimulus 13

Houston is the largest city in Texas.*
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the sentence about Houston, 
Texas,

�
mark A for question 13 and move to 
question�14.

If the student does not find the sentence about 
Houston, Texas,

�
 • remove the stimulus;
 • wait at least five seconds; and
 • replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the sentence about Houston, Texas,

�
mark B for question 13 and move to 
question�14.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the sentence about Houston, 
Texas,

�
mark C for question 13 and move to 
question�14.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 14

 • Present Stimulus 14a and 14b.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 14a. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: This sentence can be revised to give more details.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 14b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence that gives more details about Houston, Texas.

 

Stimulus 14a
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People live in Houston, Texas.

Stimulus 14b

More people live in Houston than in any 
other city in Texas.

People live in Houston.

*
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “More people live in Houston 
than in any other city in Texas” in Stimulus 14b,

�
mark A for question 14 and move to 
question�15.

If the student does not find “More people live in 
Houston than in any other city in Texas” in 
Stimulus 14b,

�

 • model the desired student action by finding 
“More people live in Houston than in any other 
city in Texas” in Stimulus 14b and 
communicate “This sentence gives more 
details about Houston, Texas”; and

 •
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Presentation Instructions for Question 16

 • Present Stimulus 16a and 16b.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 16a. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: The next sentence in the paragraph is missing.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 16b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence that belongs in the empty box.

 

Stimulus 16a
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Restaurants in Houston 
have better food than the food in more than 70 
countries” in Stimulus 16b,

�
mark A for question 16 and move to 
question�17.

If the student does not find “Restaurants in 
Houston have better food than the food in more 
than 70 countries” in Stimulus 16b,

� replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “Restaurants in Houston have 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 18

 • Present Stimulus 18a and 18b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Growing a Family 
Orchard.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 18a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 18b. Communicate: This woman is planting an 
apple tree. This man is picking apples.

 • Communicate: Find what visitors do when they come to Masker Orchards.

 

Stimulus 18a
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Stimulus 18b
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the man picking apples in 
Stimulus 18b,

�
mark A for question 18 and move to 
question�19.

If the student does not find the man picking 
apples in Stimulus 18b,

�

 • model the desired student action by finding 
the man picking apples in Stimulus 18b and 
communicate “This is what visitors do when 
they come to Masker Orchards”; and

 • replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After teacher modeling, if the student finds the 
man picking apples in Stimulus 18b,

�
mark B for question 18 and move to 
question�19.

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find the man picking apples in Stimulus 18b,

�
mark C for question 18 and move to 
question�19.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 19

 • Present Stimulus 19a and 19b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Growing a Family 
Orchard.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 19a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 19b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence that describes how Phillip helps with the family business.

 

Stimulus 19a
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Phillip often works with his mother and younger 
sister in the orchard shop. Masker Orchards is a 
pick-it-yourself apple orchard. Customers drive 
their own cars to a tree. Then they have a fun day 

picking apples. Some customers 
bring picnic lunches and spend the 
day. When they�re ready to go 
home, customers bring their apple 
bags to the store, where they can 
shop for jams, sauces, and apple 
pies. When it is time for 
customers to pay, Phillip adds up 
the items, gives them their total, 
and takes their payment.
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Stimulus 19b
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Stimulus 20b

Phillip likes learning skills he will need 
in the future when he runs the family 
business.

Phillip likes getting up early and working 
at the orchard better than sleeping late 
every morning.

Phillip likes knowing that his mother 
has been working at the orchard since 
she was four years old.

*

 






