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Texas  Essential  Knowledge and  Skills  (TEKS) Curriculum  Assessed  
 

Reading Language Arts Grade 5  Cluster  1  
Reporting  Category  1  Reading  

Strand  4 Literary Elements and Genres  

Knowledge and Skills Statement  Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts –literary elements. The student 
recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse literary texts.  

Item  1  Prerequisite  Skill  identify  and describe the main character(s) (K)  

Item  2 Prerequisite  Skill  describe plot elements, including the main events, the 
problem, and the resolution, for texts read aloud and 
independently (1)  

Item  3 Prerequisite  Skill  describe the main character(s) and the reason(s) for their 
actions (1)  

Item  4  Prerequisite  Skill  
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Presentation Instructions for Question 1

 • Present Stimulus�1. Communicate: Here is the story “Double Dutch.”

 



�´�<�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���G�R�X�E�O�H���'�X�W�F�K���L�V���P�\��
�I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H�����7�K�D�Q�N�V���I�R�U���O�H�W�W�L�Q�J���P�H���V�W�D�\���R�Q��
�W�K�H���W�H�D�P�����H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���,���F�D�Q�·�W���M�X�P�S���L�Q��
�W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���µ���6�D�O�O�\���V�D�\�V��

�´�:�H���D�U�H���V�R���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���I�H�O�O��
�D�Q�G���F�D�Q�·�W���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�����,�W���Z�R�Q�·�W��
�E�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���\�R�X���µ���V�D�\�V��
�&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H��

�7�K�H�Q���/�L�V�D���V�D�\�V�����´�%�X�W���\�R�X���D�U�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R��
�F�K�H�H�U���I�R�U���X�V�����D�U�H�Q�·�W���\�R�X�"�µ

�6�D�O�O�\���V�W�D�U�W�V���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���V�K�H��
�F�D�Q���G�R���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�H�U���W�H�D�P���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G��
�V�S�L�U�L�W��
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Presentation Instructions for Question 2
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1.2 l-3S1>Tj
EMC 
/P62.42 l7005/P65505C00StimuBDC 
/T1_3 1 Tf
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/LBody <</MCID 406 >>BDC 
/T1_2 1 Tf
1.2 0 TdC2
resent
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Presentation Instructions for Question 5

 • Present Stimulus�5. Communicate: Here is the story “Skipping Lessons.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus�5. Communicate the title and the text.

 • Communicate: Find the boys skipping stones.

 

Stimulus 5

�$�D�U�R�Q���Z�D�W�F�K�H�V���K�L�V���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���7�D�G���D�Q�G��
�6�D�P�P�\���S�L�F�N���X�S���V�W�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���V�N�L�S���W�K�H�P��
�D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U��

Skipping Lessons

* Scoring InstructionsStudent Action Test Administrator ActionIf the student finds the boys skipping stones,

�

mark If the student does not find the boys skipping stones,

� • remove the stimulus; • wait at least five seconds; and • replicate the initial presentation instructions.After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the boys skipping stones,

�

mark After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the boys skipping stones,

�

mark Grade 5 Reading Languag e Ar ts 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 6

 • Present Stimulus 6a and 6b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Skipping Lessons.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 6a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 6b. Communicate: This stone is skipping 
across the lake. This stone will sink to the bottom of the lake.

 • Communicate: Find what happens when Tad throws the stone over the water.

 

Stimulus 6a
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the stone skipping across the 
lake in Stimulus 6b,

� mark A for question 6 and move to question�7.

If the student does not find the stone skipping 
across the lake in Stimulus 6b,

�

 • model the desired student action by finding 
the stone skipping across the lake in 
Stimulus 6b and communicate “When Tad 
throws the stone, it starts skipping across 
the lake”; and

 • replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After teacher modeling, if the student finds the 
stone skipping across the lake in Stimulus 6b,

� mark B for question 6 and move to question�7.

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find the stone skipping across the lake in 
Stimulus 6b,

� mark C for question 6 and move to question�7.

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2
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Presentation Instructions for Question 7

 • Present Stimulus 7a and 7b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Skipping Lessons.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 7a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 7b. Communicate the text in each answer choice.

 • Communicate: 
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Aaron’s stone sinks to the 
bottom of the lake” in Stimulus 7b,

� mark A for question 7 and move to question�8.

If the student does not find “Aaron’s stone sinks 
to the bottom of the lake” in Stimulus 7b,

�

provide one of these allowable teacher assists 
to the student:

 • Have the student retell the story using the 
illustrations in Stimulus 7a. OR

 • Highlight the words “not as tall,” “cannot find a 
stone,” and “stone sinks” in the answer 
choices in Stimulus 7b.

Replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds “Aaron’s stone sinks to the bottom 
of the lake” in Stimulus 7b,

� mark B for question 7 and move to question�8.

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find “Aaron’s stone sinks to the 
bottom of the lake” in Stimulus 7b,

� mark C for question 7 and move to question�8.

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2
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Presentation Instructions for Question 8

 • Present Stimulus 8a and 8b. Communicate: Here is the conclusion of the story “Skipping 
Lessons.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 8a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 8b. Communicate the text in each answer choice.

 • Communicate: Find why Aaron thinks he might be good at skipping stones.

 

Stimulus 8a
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Aaron watches his stone 
skip 12 times across the lake” in Stimulus 8b,

� mark A for question 8 and move to question�9.

If the student does not find “Aaron watches his 
stone skip 12 times across the lake” in 
Stimulus 8b,

� replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “Aaron watches his stone skip 12 
times across the lake” in Stimulus 8b,

� mark B for question 8 and move to question�9.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “Aaron watches his stone 
skip 12 times across the lake” in Stimulus 8b,

� mark C for question 8 and move to question�9.

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2



20

Presentation Instructions for Question 9

 • Present Stimulus�9.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus�9. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence about the Texas Star.

 

Stimulus 9
The Texas Star

�7�K�H���7�H�[�D�V���6�W�D�U���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�U��
�U�L�G�H���D�W���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���)�D�L�U���R�I���7�H�[�D�V��

*
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

http://GunnarRathbun/Shutterstock.com


http://leekris/stock.adobe.com
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Presentation Instructions for Question 11

 • Present Stimulus 11a and 11b.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 11b.

 • Communicate: One of these sentences has been edited to use capital letters correctly. 
Communicate the text in each answer choice.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence that uses capital letters correctly.

 

Stimulus 11a

©
 

le
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to
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.
ad
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e.

co
m

Stimulus 11b

http://leekris/stock.adobe.com
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “The Texas Star can carry up 
to 264 people” in Stimulus 11b,

�
mark A for question 11 and move to 
question�12.

If the student does not find “The Texas Star can 
carry up to 264 people” in Stimulus 11b,

�

provide one of these allowable teacher assists 
to the student:

 • Highlight “Texas Star” in each answer choice 
in Stimulus 11b. ORprovide onemarkGt <<>>BDCTj
EMC 
/P <</MCID 3 >>BDeadterin Stimulus 11b. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 12

 • Present Stimulus 12a and 12b.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 12a. Communicate the text. Communicate: The sentence with the 
empty box needs to be edited.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 12b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the words that complete the sentence correctly.

 

Stimulus 12a

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���U�L�G�H���D�W���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���)�D�L�U��
�R�I���7�H�[�D�V���L�V���W�K�H���:�D�Y�H���6�Z�L�Q�J�����.�L�G�V���D�Q�G��
�D�G�X�O�W�V���D�U�H���V�W�U�D�S�S�H�G���L�Q�W�R���V�H�D�W�V���W�K�D�W��
�K�D�Q�J���I�U�R�P���F�D�E�O�H�V�����7�K�H���U�L�G�H���V�Z�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H�P��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���D�L�U���L�Q���D���F�L�U�F�O�H�����7�K�H���:�D�Y�H��
�6�Z�L�Q�J���L�V���W�K�H��funny �������������������������������U�L�G�H���D�W���W�K�H��
�6�W�D�W�H���)�D�L�U���R�I���7�H�[�D�V��

©
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Stimulus 12b

�P�R�V�W���I�X�Q�Q�H�V�W

�P�R�U�H���I�X�Q�Q�H�U

�P�R�V�W���I�X�Q*
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http://PureRadiancePhoto/Shutterstock.com
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “most fun” in Stimulus 12b, �
mark A for question 12 and move to 
question�13.

If the student does not find “most fun” in 
Stimulus 12b,

� replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “most fun” in Stimulus 12b,

�
mark B for question 12 and move to 
question�13.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “most fun” in Stimulus 12b,

�
mark C for question 12 and move to 
question�13.

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2
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Presentation Instructions for Question 13

 • Present Stimulus�13.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus�13. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: Find the sentence about Jenny.

 

Stimulus 13

©
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�-�H�Q�Q�\���L�V���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���W�R���J�R���]�L�S���O�L�Q�L�Q�J��*

 

http://Brocreative/Shutterstock.com


http://Brocreative/Shutterstock.com
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Jenny goes zip-lining while 
she is at camp” in Stimulus 14b,

�
mark A for question 14 and move to 
question�15.

If the student does not find “Jenny goes 
zip-lining while she is at camp” in Stimulus 14b,

�

 •
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Presentation Instructions for Question 15

 • Present Stimulus 15a and 15b.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 15a. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: This sentence needs to be edited.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 15b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the correctly edited sentence that tells about Jenny and her brothers.

 

Stimulus 15a

©
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�-�H�Q�Q�\���W�D�N�H���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V��
�R�Q���D���]�L�S���O�L�Q�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H��

Stimulus 15b

�-�H�Q�Q�\���W�D�N�H�V���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���R�Q���D��
�]�L�S���O�L�Q�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H��

�-�H�Q�Q�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���R�Q���D��
�]�L�S���O�L�Q�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H��

�-�H�Q�Q�\���W�D�N�H�Q���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���R�Q���D��
�]�L�S���O�L�Q�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H��

*

 

http://Brocreative/Shutterstock.com


30

Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Jenny takes her brothers on 
a zip-line adventure” in Stimulus 15b,

�
mark A
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Presentation Instructions for Question 16

 • Present Stimulus 16a and 16b.

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 16a. Communicate the text.

 • Communicate: The underlined sentence can be revised to give more details about Jenny and her 
brothers.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 16b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find the revised sentence that gives the most details about Jenny and her 
brothers.

 

Stimulus 16a

©
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�-�H�Q�Q�\���D�Q�G���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���D�U�H��
�U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���D���]�L�S���O�L�Q�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H����
They are in the mountains.

Stimulus 16b

�7�K�H�\���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���R�Q���D��
�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H�\���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�\��

�7�K�H�\���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���R�Q���D��
�V�X�P�P�H�U���Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�\��

*
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “They are in the mountains 
on a summer vacation with their family ” in 
Stimulus 16b,

�
mark A for question 16 and move to 
question�17.

If the student does not find “They are in the 
mountains on a summer vacation with their 
family ” in Stimulus 16b,

� replicate the initial presj
E2 >r</MCID 12 >>BDC or
EMC 
/P <</MCID 5 >>7DC 
-24.8 -2.5166 d
(If tAftacainitteachacaicaeats initia2 >>BDC or, if )Tj
T*
(mounent finds “They are in the mountains )Tj
 summT*
[(famier vacation with their family)-124.9 (” in )]TJ
T*
(Stimulus 16b,)Tj
EMC 
/Span <</MCID 11 >>3DC 
/T1_2 1 Tf
22.7 1.206 8d
(repl)Tj
EMC 
/P <</MCID 6 >>8DC 
/T1_0 1 Tf
2.1 0.593 Td
(mark )Tj
/T1_1 1 Tf
(A)TjB/T1_0 1 Tf
( for question 16 and move to )Tj
T*
(question�17.)Tj
EMC 
/P <</MCID 5 >>9DC 
-24.8 -2.5166 d
(If tAftacainitteachacaicaeats initia2 >>BDC or, if )Tj
T*
(mounent find not find “They are in the )Tj
tains 
Stimulus 16b,repl

mark  for question 16 and move to 
question�17.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 17

 • Present Stimulus�17. Communicate: Here is the article “Texas Water Towers.”

 •

http://xradiophotog/Shutterstock.com
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Presentation Instructions for Question 18

 • Present Stimulus 18a and 18b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Texas Water Towers.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 18a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 18b. Communicate: This is a watermelon. This 
is a watermelon farmer.

 • Communicate: Find what the water tower in Luling, Texas, is painted to look like.

 

Stimulus 18a

http://xradiophotog/Shutterstock.com
http://iStock.com/pixdeluxe
http://BONDARTPHOTOGRAPHY/Shutterstock.com


35



36

Presentation Instructions for Question 19

 • Present Stimulus 19a and 19b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Texas Water Towers.”

 • Direct the student to Stimulus 19a. Communicate the text.

 • Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 19b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

 • Communicate: Find why the author includes photographs of water towers in Texas.

 

Stimulus 19a
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�7�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���W�R�Z�H�U���L�Q���6�H�J�X�L�Q����
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The water tower in Shiner, Texas, has 
the town�s motto, •The cleanest little 
city in Texas,Ž painted on the side. And 
the tower in the town of Stockdale, 
Texas, is painted to look like a golf ball 
because Stockdale is known for its golf 
courses.

Just as Luling is proud of 
its watermelons, the town 
of Poteet, Texas, is proud 
of its strawberry crops. 
For this reason, Poteet�s 
water tower is painted to 
look like a giant red 
strawberry.

Texas, is unremarkable 
during the day. But at 
night, the tower is lit in 
different colors. For 
example, if the high school 
football team is playing, 
the tower will be lit up 
with the team�s colors.
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Stimulus 20b
*

�:�D�W�H�U���W�R�Z�H�U�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���D�Q�G���V�W�R�U�H��

�D�O�Z�D�\�V���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���W�K�H�\���Q�H�H�G���L�Q
�Z�D�W�H�U���V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�V�S�H�R�S�O�H

�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���O�L�Y�H��

�7�Z�H�Q�W�\���I�R�X�U���K�R�X�U�V���D���G�D�\�����Z�D�W�H�U���L�V

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���S�L�S�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�R���Z�D�W�H�U
�S�X�P�S�H�G���I�U�R�P���Q�H�D�U�E�\���O�D�N�H�V���R�U���U�L�Y�H�U�V

�W�R�Z�H�U�V��

�:�D�W�H�U���W�R�Z�H�U�V���U�H�O�\���R�Q���J�U�D�Y�L�W�\���W�R��

�G�R�Z�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�L�S�H�V�³�W�K�D�W���L�V���Z�K�\
�Z�D�W�H�U���W�R�Z�H�U�V���D�U�H���V�R���W�D�O�O��

�K�H�O�S���S�X�V�K���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�R�Z�H�U

 

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2

http://SergeyMerkulov/Shutterstock.com


40

Scoring Instructions

Student Action  Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Water towers collect and 
store water so that the townspeople always 
have the water they need in order to live” in 
Stimulus 20b,

� mark A for question 20.

If the student does not find “Water towers collect 
and store water so that the townspeople always 
have the water they need in order to live” in 
Stimulus 20b,

� replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “Water towers collect and store 
water so that the townspeople always have the 
water they need in order to live” in Stimulus 20b,

� mark B for question 20.

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “Water towers collect and 
store water so that the townspeople always 
have the water they need in order to live” in 
Stimulus 20b,

� mark C for question 20.

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts - STAAR Alternate 2








