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Constructed-Response Questions 

The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) is a standardized academic 
achievement test designed to measure the extent to which a student has learned and is able to apply 
the defined knowledge and skills of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for each tested 
grade, subject, and course. STAAR includes open-ended questions that reflect classroom test questions 
and allow students more ways to show their understand�]�v�P of the TEKS. Two specific types of open-
ended questions, known as extended constructed-response (ECR) questions and short constructed-
response (SCR) questions, require studentsttj
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and feedback. Once passages and questions are reviewed and edited accordingly, they are 
approved by TEA and are ready for field testing.  

�x Field Testing New Questions
Field testing questions is the process of gathering performance data on test questions, but it does
not impact students’ scores on STAAR. TEA conducts field testing of newly developed questions
each year either through embedded field-test questions or through stand-alone field tests.

Scoring Activities
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similar process. They study and review the anchor responses. Then scorers are given the 
opportunity to practice on the different ways students are responding to the question. Scoring 
directors and scoring supervisors are available for clarification and guidance during the process 
and support the scorers in their training as needed.  

After completing practice sets, human scorers must demonstrate a complete understanding of the 
rubrics by successfully completing a qualification set. The qualification set is a quality measure to 
ensure that scorers are following the rubric and can accurately apply scores. Only scorers who 
complete the training and pass the qualification set may score student responses. Scorers who do 
not pass the qualification set are not allowed to score student responses for STAAR. 
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-reading-language-arts-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-reading-language-arts-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-reading-language-arts-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-science-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-social-studies-resources
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human scorers at the same rate human scorers agree with one another and that the distribution 
of ASE 
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Any student responses that are routed for human scoring maintain the score assigned by the human 
scorer as the score of record.  

Throughout the scoring window, 

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/3024257654/Interpreting+Results
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793211806/Calendar+of+Events



