
TEST ADMINISTRATOR MANUAL English II STAAR Alternate 2 Administered April 2019 RELEASED Copyright © 2019, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express written permission from the Texas Education Agency. 





 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

 

English II Cluster 3 
Reporting Category 2 Understanding and Analysis of Literary Texts: The student 

will demonstrate an ability to understand and analyze literary 
texts. 

Knowledge and Skills Statement 
English II (6) 

Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions 
about the varied structural patterns and features of literary 
nonfiction and provide evidence from text to support their 
understanding. 

Essence Statement Recognizes the author’s use of language in literary nonfiction. 

Item 9 Prerequisite Skill Ask relevant questions, seek clarification, and locate facts 
and details about stories and other texts (1)   

Item 10 Prerequisite Skill Ask relevant questions, seek clarification, and locate facts 
and details about stories and other texts (1)   

Item 11 Prerequisite Skill Monitor and adjust comprehension (e.g., using background 
knowledge, creating sensory images, re-reading a portion 
aloud, generating questions) (2–6) 

Item 12 Prerequisite Skill Summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize texts in ways that 
maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across 
texts (6–8) 

� 

English II Cluster 4 
Reporting Category 5 Revision: The student will demonstrate an ability to revise a 

variety of written texts. 

Knowledge and Skills Statement 
English II (13) 

Students use elements of the writing process (planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. 

Essence Statement Revises text to improve writing. 

Item 13 Prerequisite Skill Revise drafts by adding or deleting words, phrases, or 
sentences. (2) 

Item 14 Prerequisite Skill Revise drafts by adding or deleting words, phrases, or 
sentences. (2) 

Item 15 Prerequisite Skill Revise drafts for coherence, organization, use of simple and 
compound sentences, and audience. (3-4) 

Item 16 Prerequisite Skill Revise drafts to clarify meaning, enhance style, include 
simple and compound sentences, and improve transitions by 
adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging sentences or 
larger units of text after rethinking how well questions of 
purpose, audience, and genre have been addressed. (5-6) 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 1 
• Present Stimulus 1. Communicate: Here is an article about the Hubble Space Telescope. 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 1. Communicate the text. 

• Communicate: Find the telescope. 

Stimulus 1 

* telescope 

The Hubble Space Telescope makes the 
planets, stars, and galaxies seem larger 
and closer to Earth than they really are. 
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds the telescope, ➨ mark A for question 1 and move to question 2. 

If the student does not find the telescope, ➨ 
• remove the stimulus; 
• wait at least five seconds; and 
• replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the telescope, ➨ mark B for question 1 and move to question 2. 

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the telescope, ➨ mark C for question 1 and move to question 2. 
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “The telescope helps 
scientists see galaxies trillions of miles away 
from Earth” in Stimulus 2b, 

➨ mark A for question 2 and move to question 3. 

If the student does not find “The telescope 
helps scientists see galaxies trillions of miles 
away from Earth” in Stimulus 2b, 

➨ 

• model the desired student action by finding 
“The telescope helps scientists see galaxies 
trillions of miles away from Earth” in 
Stimulus 2b and communicate “This 
sentence describes how the telescope 
helps scientists learn about outer space”; 
and 

• replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After teacher modeling, if the student finds 
“The telescope helps scientists see galaxies 
trillions of miles away from Earth” in 
Stimulus 2b, 

➨ mark B for question 2 and move to question 3. 

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find “The telescope helps scientists see 
galaxies trillions of miles away from Earth” in 
Stimulus 2b, 

➨ mark C for question 2 and move to question 3. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 3 
• Present Stimulus 3a and 3b. Communicate: Here is more about the Hubble Space Telescope. 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 3a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 3b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice. 

• Communicate: Find the meaning for the word “enormity.” 

Stimulus 3a 
The enormity and speed of the Hubble Space Telescope are 
impressive. It is as large as a school bus and weighs as 
much as two adult elephants. The telescope travels around 
Earth at approximately 5 miles per second. That would be 
like driving a car from New York to California in 10 minutes. 
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Stimulus 3b 

loud 
noise 

* gigantic 
size 

elegant 
design 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “gigantic size” in 
Stimulus 3b, ➨ mark A for question 3 and move to question 4. 

If the student does not find “gigantic size” in 
Stimulus 3b, ➨ 

provide one of these allowable teacher assists to 
the student: 
• Read the first sentence, inserting each 
answer choice for the underlined word. OR 

• Highlight “loud,” “size,” and “design” in 
Stimulus 3b. 

Replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds “gigantic size” in Stimulus 3b, ➨ mark B for question 3 and move to question 4. 

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find “gigantic size” in 
Stimulus 3b, 

➨ mark C for question 3 and move to question 4. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 4 
• Present Stimulus 4a and 4b. Communicate: Here is more about the Hubble Space Telescope. 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 4a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 4b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice. 

• Communicate: Find the words from the paragraph that help the reader understand the meaning 
of the word “transmit.” 

Stimulus 4a 
The Hubble Space Telescope orbits 
high above Earth and its gaseous 
atmosphere. Therefore, Hubble can 
see space better than telescopes on 
Earth can. Hubble is not the kind of 
telescope that you look through with 
your eye. Instead, Hubble uses a 
digital camera, like the camera on a 
cell phone. Then Hubble uses radio 
waves to transmit the photographs back to Earth from 
outer space. Although Hubble is now more than 25 years old, 
it still takes beautiful photographs, like this one of a star 
 forming in outer space. 
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Stimulus 4b 

like the camera on a cell phone 

* back to Earth from outer space 

still takes beautiful photographs 
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “back to Earth from outer 
space” in Stimulus 4b, ➨ mark A for question 4 and move to question 5. 

If the student does not find “back to Earth from 
outer space” in Stimulus 4b, ➨ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “back to Earth from outer space” 
in Stimulus 4b, 

➨ mark B for question 4 and move to question 5. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “back to Earth from outer 
space” in Stimulus 4b, 

➨ mark C for question 4 and move to question 5. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 5 
• Present Stimulus 5. Communicate: This is an article titled “The Lionfish Invasion.” 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 5. Communicate the text. 

• Communicate: Find the lionfish. 

Stimulus 5 
The Lionfish Invasion 
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*

Lionfish came from oceans thousands of miles from the 
United States. 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds the lionfish, ➨ mark A for question 5 and move to question 6. 

If the student does not find the lionfish, ➨ 
• remove the stimulus; 
• wait at least five seconds; and 
• replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the lionfish, ➨ mark B for question 5 and move to question 6. 

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the lionfish, ➨ mark C for question 5 and move to question 6. 



  

  

Presentation Instructions for Question 6 
• Present Stimulus 6a and 6b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “The Lionfish Invasion.” 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 6a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 6b. Communicate: This is an aquarium. This is 
the ocean. 

• Communicate: Find where people put lionfish that they no longer wanted. 

Stimulus 6a 



  

 

Presentation Instructions for Question 7 
• Present Stimulus 7a and 7b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “The Lionfish Invasion.” 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 7a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 7b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice. 

• Communicate: Find why the author included the maps from 1986 and 2013. 

Stimulus 7a 
Many scientists believe that people released their unwanted 
lionfish from home aquariums into the Atlantic Ocean more 
than 25 years ago. In 1986, people had no idea that this 
would cause harm to the earth‛s ecosystems. Usually, 
species that come from far away don‛t survive in a new 
environment, but lionfish adapted perfectly to their new 
home in the Atlantic Ocean. 

A female lionfish lays about two million eggs in a year. Once 
the eggs turn into larvae, they can float along ocean 
currents for hundreds of miles before developing into adult 
fish. This allows the lionfish to invade other nearby 
ecosystems. By 2013, lionfish had spread across the 
Caribbean Sea and as far north as the coast of Rhode 
Island. 
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Stimulus 7b 

to show the states where people have lionfish in 
their aquariums 

to show that lionfish did not survive their new 
environment 

* to show the population of lionfish along the Atlantic 
coast 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 



  

 



  

Stimulus 8b 

to encourage readers to go diving 

* to inform readers about the problem of the 
fast-growing population of lionfish 

to explain to readers how to carefully remove the 
lionfish‛s poisonous spines 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “to inform readers about 
the problem of the fast-growing population of 
lionfish” in Stimulus 8b, 

➨ mark A for question 8 and move to question 9. 

If the student does not find “to inform readers 
about the problem of the fast-growing 
population of lionfish” in Stimulus 8b, 

➨ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “to inform readers about the 
problem of the fast-growing population of 
lionfish” in Stimulus 8b, 

➨ mark B for question 8 and move to question 9. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “to inform readers about 
the problem of the fast-growing population of 
lionfish” in Stimulus 8b, 

➨ mark C for question 8 and move to question 9. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 10 
• Present Stimulus 10a and 10b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Never Giving Up.” 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 10a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 10b. Communicate: This is Meb Keflezighi 
doing push-ups near the finish line. This is Meb Keflezighi running in the mountains near his 
home in California. 

• Communicate: Find what Meb Keflezighi did when he tripped during the 2016 Olympic race. 

Stimulus 10a 
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During the 2016 Olympic marathon, Keflezighi had been 
running for more than two hours when he slipped in a puddle 
of water and fell to the ground. Keflezighi had been feeling 
sick that day and had stopped seven times during the race. 
But instead of quitting when he fell down, Keflezighi did a 
few push-ups, stood up, and finished the race. He stayed 
 true to his motto: “Never give up on your dreams.” 

Stimulus 10b 
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds Meb Keflezighi doing 
push-ups near the finish line in Stimulus 10b, ➨ mark A for question 10 and move to question 11. 

If the student does not find Meb Keflezighi 
doing push-ups near the finish line in 
Stimulus 10b, 

➨ 

• model the desired student action by finding 
Meb Keflezighi doing push-ups near the 
finish line in Stimulus 10b and communicate 
“This is Meb Keflezighi doing push-ups 
near the finish line”; and 

• replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After teacher modeling, if the student finds 
Meb Keflezighi doing push-ups near the finish 
line in Stimulus 10b, 

➨ mark B for question 10 and move to question 11. 

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find Meb Keflezighi doing push-ups near the 
finish line in Stimulus 10b, 

➨ mark C for question 10 and move to question 11. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 11 
• Present Stimulus 11a and 11b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Never Giving Up.” 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 11a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 11b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice. 

• Communicate: Find what the P.E. teacher did that changed Meb Keflezighi’s future. 

Stimulus 11a 
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Keflezighi grew up in a small rural village in eastern Africa. 
He was 12 years old when he moved with his family to the 
United States and settled in San Diego, California. For 
Keflezighi, learning English was very challenging. When 
Keflezighi was in the seventh grade, the P.E. teacher told 
the class to run a mile. Keflezighi left the other kids behind 
in the dust. He went on to race in high school, winning many 
marathon races. He got a scholarship to run for the 
University of California in Los Angeles, where he won four 
NCAA championships. In 1988, when he graduated, 
Keflezighi became a U.S. citizen. 
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Keflezighi went on to have a brilliant 
athletic career. He competed in four 
Olympic Games and many marathon 
races, including the New York City 
Marathon and the Boston Marathon. In 
the 2004 Olympics, Keflezighi was the 
first American marathon runner since 
1976 to receive a medal. 
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Stimulus 11b 

taught Keflezighi to speak English 

* told Keflezighi‛s class to run a mile 

watched Keflezighi run in the Boston Marathon 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “told Keflezighi’s class to 
run a mile” in Stimulus 11b, ➨ mark A for question 11 and move to question 12. 

➨ A 



  

  



Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “Keflezighi wanted to share 
with people what he knows about training for 
the Olympic Games and marathon races” in 
Stimulus 12b, 

➨ mark A for question 12 and move to question 13. 

If the student does not find “Keflezighi wanted 
to share with people what he knows about 
training for the Olympic Games and marathon 
races” in Stimulus 12b, 

➨ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “Keflezighi wanted to share with 
people what he knows about training for the 
Olympic Games and marathon races” in 
Stimulus 12b, 

➨ mark B for question 12 and move to question 13. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “Keflezighi wanted to 
share with people what he knows about 
training for the Olympic Games and marathon 
races” in Stimulus 12b, 

➨ mark C for question 12 and move to question 13. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 15 
• Present Stimulus 15a and 15b. Communicate: Here is more information about service dogs. 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 15a. Communicate the text. 

• Direct the student to the underlined sentence in Stimulus 15a. Communicate: The underlined 
sentence can be revised into two separate sentences. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 15b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice. 

• Communicate: Find the sentences that have been correctly revised into two separate sentences. 

Stimulus 15a 
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Service dog training includes opening doors and pushing 
buttons on elevators, and also service dogs are trained 
to alert their owner to changing situations. Some 
service dogs are trained to sense when their owner needs 
comfort. People with seizure and anxiety disorders rely 
 heavily on their service dogs for support. 

Stimulus 15b 

* Service dog training includes opening doors and 
pushing buttons on elevators. Also, service dogs are 
trained to alert their owner to changing situations. 

Service dog training includes opening doors and 
pushing. Buttons on elevators and also are trained to 
alert their owner to changing situations. 

Service dog training includes opening doors and pushing 
buttons on elevators. Also, trained to alert their owner 
service dogs are changing situations. 
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “Service dog training 
includes opening doors and pushing buttons 
on elevators. Also, service dogs are trained to 
alert their owner to changing situations” in 
Stimulus 15b, 

➨ mark A for question 15 and move to question 16. 

If the student does not find “Service dog 
training includes opening doors and pushing 
buttons on elevators. Also, service dogs are 
trained to alert their owner to changing 
situations” in Stimulus 15b, 

➨ 

provide this allowable teacher assist to the 
student: 
• Highlight the text after the first sentence in 
each answer choice. 

Replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher assistance, if the student 
finds “Service dog training includes opening 
doors and pushing buttons on elevators. Also, 
service dogs are trained to alert their owner to 
changing situations” in Stimulus 15b, 
on elevdent finds “Service dog training 
includes opening doors and pushing buttons 



 

  



Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “They are not simply pets, 
and their work is to give support to their 
disabled owner” in Stimulus 16b, 

➨ mark A for question 16 and move to question 17. 

If the student does not find “They are not 
simply pets, and their work is to give support 
to their disabled owner” in Stimulus 16b, 

➨ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds “They are not simply pets, and 
their work is to give support to their disabled 
owner” in Stimulus 16b, 

➨ mark B for question 16 and move to question 17. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find “They are not simply 
pets, and their work is to give support to their 
disabled owner” in Stimulus 16b, 

➨ mark C for question 16 and move to question 17. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 18 
• Present Stimulus 18a and 18b. Communicate: Here is more information about Iceland. 

• Direct the student to Stimulus 18a. Communicate the text. Communicate: The underlined word, 
“wondering,” needs to be edited. 

• Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 18b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice. 

• Communicate: Find the correct edit to the underlined word. 

Stimulus 18a 
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Iceland has wondering differences, including 
summer days with no darkness and winter days 
 with little sunlight. 

Stimulus 18b 

* wonderful wandered 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds “wonderful” in 
Stimulus 18b, ➨ mark A for question 18 and move to question 19. 

If the student does not find “wonderful” in 
Stimulus 18b, ➨ 

• model the desired student action by finding 
“wonderful” in Stimulus 18b and 
communicate “This is the correct edit to 
the underlined word”; and 

• replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After teacher modeling, if the student finds 
“wonderful” in Stimulus 18b, ➨ mark B for question 18 and move to question 19. 

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find “wonderful” in Stimulus 18b, ➨ mark C for question 18 and move to question 19. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 19 
• 



Scoring Instructions 

Student Action Test Administrator Action 

If the student finds the correctly edited 
sentence in Stimulus 19b, ➨ mark A for question 19 and move to question 20. 

If the student does not find the correctly edited 
sentence in Stimulus 19b, ➨ 

provide this allowable teacher assist to the 
student: 
• Highlight “fasten-growing,” “fasting-growing,” 
and “fastest-growing” in the answer choices. 

Replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher assistance, if the student 
finds the correctly edited sentence in 
Stimulus 19b, 

➨ mark B for question 19 and move to question 20. 

After the teacher assistance, if the student 
does not find the correctly edited sentence in 
Stimulus 19b, 

➨ mark C for question 19 and move to question 20. 
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Scoring Instructions Student Action Test Administrator Action If the student finds •The long summers and�dark, cold winters have6.4sult779in one of the�world•s most unique places to visitŽ9in�Stimulus�20b,�

� mark 

If the student does not find •The long summers�and dark, cold winters have6.4sult779in one of�the world•s most unique places to visitŽ9in�Stimulus�20b,�

� replicate the initial p.4sentation instructionsf�

After the te4.17r6.4peats the instructions, if the�student finds •The long summers and dark,�cold winters have6.4sult779in one of the�world•s most unique places to visitŽ9in�Stimulus�20b,� mark 

After the te4.17r6.4peats the instructions, if the�student does not find •The long summers and�dark, cold winters have6.4sult779in one of the�world•s most unique places to visitŽ9in�Stimulus�20b,� mark English II -STAAR Alt7rnate 2�34 
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