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A First-Place Surprise
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Gilberto wants to learn a new song.

Gilberto won the talent show in sixth grade.

Gilberto wants to experience the work of
other musicians.
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Then Marisol walked onstage. She had chosen to 
perform a lively folk song on her violin. At first her playing 
was unsure. Gilberto felt bad for her. But then Marisol 
seemed to find her courage. Her bow began to fly over the 
strings of the violin. Someone in the audience began to clap 
with her song. Soon everyone was clapping. Gilberto watched 
in amazement as Marisol finished playing.

Gilberto was shocked at the end 
of the show when the judges awarded the 
first-place prize to Marisol. He stood at 
the edge of the stage as his younger sister 
received her trophy. He could not move 
when her friends rushed onstage to 
congratulate her.
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Gilberto is thankful that someone from his
family won the talent contest.

Gilberto is surprised that he did not win the
talent contest.

Gilber t o is happy t hat  Mar isol s f r iends 
rushed onstage.
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Tom and the Whitewashed Fence

This drama is about something that happened 
during my childhood. At that time there were 
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Tom makes his friend think that whitewashing
the fence is fun.

Tom begs his friend to go fishing.

Tom talks his friend into giving him his toy.
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BILLY: �� �����������������������������������������
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TOM: Well, O.K. I guess. Here are some paintbrushes.

[Billy gives Tom the kite. Tom sits down on the
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Challenging Tradition and Winning
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Women were not allowed to play 
mariachi music. It was thought 
that women could not handle 
some of the instruments.

In the United States, Laura 
Sobrino is a well-known mariachi 
band member. While she was 
studying the violin at college, she became interested in 
mariachi music. Though her family did not like the idea, 
Laura decided to become a mariachi musician. Her love for 
mariachi music gave her the will to enter a profession that 
had only been open to men. She quickly became a leader in 
her band. This upset some of the men who had to follow her 
lead. She became the director of the first all-female 
mariachi band in the United States.
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In 2008 she performed at the Olympic opening ceremonies 
in China. She still tours with her band as a violinist and 
director.
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Today there are many successful 
all-female mariachi bands in 
Mexico and the United States. 
One band from San Antonio, 
Texas, has performed several 
times in Hollywood to huge 
crowds. Mariachi Las Alteñas is 
thought to be one of the finest 
female mariachi bands in the 
country. 

Although there are not as many female mariachi bands as 
male mariachi bands, the all-female bands continue to be as 
good as the all-male bands. The all-female bands are proof 
of the changing attitudes about mariachi music. This music 
is no longer a tradition passed down only from father to son. 
Now it is music for mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters.
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Mariachi music has a different sound.

Mariachi music provides opportunities for women.

Mariachi music is played by fewer men.
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converse—to talk
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These two girls are conversing. They are 
talking about their homework assignment.



14a

These two girls are conversing about their 
homework assignment.
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spectate—to look at
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Mom loved baseball. Whenever I was pitching, I 
knew Mom was a spectator in the stands cheering 
for our team to win.
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In this sentence, the word spectator means a person 

who — 

watches a game

keeps score at a game

announces the players at a game
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In this sentence, mementos are items that —

reward someone for a great job

tell someone how to plan a party

remind someone of a special event
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It has been proved that students will make better drink 

choices if given the chance. In 

somecn
hools sugary soft 

drinks have been replaced with 

milk, fruit juice, and bottled 

water.
Somecn
hools arecnerving morechealthy foods like 

vegetarian pizza, raisins, and 

nuts. Othercn
hools arecnerving 

fresh fruits and vegetables.
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Olivia states that sugary sodas are good for you.

Olivia writes that healthy foods make students sleepy.

Olivia lists healthy foods that other schools serve.
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to persuade the principal to change the menu in the 
cafeteria

to explain the difference between junk food and healthy
food

to invite the principal to eat in the school cafeteria
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