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Grade 7 Reading Cluster 5
Reporting Category 2 Understanding and Analysis of Literary Texts: The student 

will demonstrate an ability to understand and analyze 
literary texts.

Knowledge and Skills Statement 7.6 Students understand, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the structure and elements of 
fiction and provide evidence from text to support their 
understanding.

Essence Statement Recognizes how elements of fiction contribute to plot 
development.

Item 17 Prerequisite Skill describe characters in a story and the reasons for their 
actions and feelings (1)

Item 18 Prerequisite Skill describe main characters in works of fiction, including 
their traits, motivations, and feelings (2)

Item 19 Prerequisite Skill describe the interaction of characters including their 
relationships and the changes they undergo  (3–4)

Item 20 Prerequisite Skill explain the roles and functions of characters in various 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 1
− Present Stimulus 1. Communicate: Here is part of the table of contents for an article about chili in 

Texas. 

− Direct the student to Stimulus 1. Communicate the title and the text in the table of contents.

− Communicate: Find the table of contents.

Stimulus 1

Table of Contents

The First Chili ......................2

The Chili Queens..................3
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the table of contents, ➡ mark A for question 1 and move to question 2.

If the student does not find the table of 
contents, ➡

• 
• 
• 

remove the stimulus;
wait at least five seconds; and
replicate the initial presentation instructions.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the table of contents, ➡ mark B for question 1 and move to question 2.

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the table of contents, ➡ mark C for question 1 and move to question 2.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 2
− Present Stimulus 2a and 2b.

− Direct the student to Stimulus 2a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 2b. Communicate the text in each answer choice.

− Communicate: Find the entry from the table of contents that tells where to find more information 
about the first chili. 

Stimulus 2a

Chili is the state food of Texas. Chili is 
a kind of stew made with meat, onions, 
tomatoes, and chili peppers. The first 
chili was cooked over an open campfire.
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Stimulus 2b

The Chili Queens..................3
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the entry “The First Chili” in 
Stimulus 2b, ➡ mark A for question 2 and move to question 3.

• model the desired student action by finding  
the entry “The First Chili” in Stimulus 2b and 

If the student does not find the entry “The First 
Chili” in Stimulus 2b, ➡

communicate “This is the entry from the 
table of contents that tells where to find 
more information about the first chili”; 
and

• replicate the initial presentation instructions.
After teacher modeling, if the student finds the 
entry “The First Chili” in Stimulus 2b, ➡ mark B for question 2 and move to question 3.

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find the entry “The First Chili” in Stimulus 2b, ➡ mark C for question 2 and move to question 3.
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Stimulus 3b

Chili used to cost just a few cents.

Chili must be cooked for a long time.

Chili was first made in San Antonio.
*

Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “Chili was first made in 
San Antonio” in Stimulus 3b, ➡ mark A for question 3 and move to question 4.

If the student does not find “Chili was first 
made in San Antonio” in Stimulus 3b, ➡

provide one of these allowable teacher assists 
to the student:
• Highlight the words in the text that correspond 

to the answer choices. OR
• Have the student identify details from each 

section.

Replicate the initial presentation instructions.
After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds “Chili was first made in San ➡ mark B for question 3 and move to question 4.
Antonio” in Stimulus 3b, 
After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find “Chili was first made in ➡ mark C for question 3 and move to question 4.
San Antonio” in Stimulus 3b,
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Stimulus 4b

Why is chili no longer sold on the streets in San 
Antonio?

Why were the women who made chili called “chili 
queens’’? 

Why was chili called a “bowl of blessedness”?

*
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Presentation Instructions for Question 5
− Present Stimulus 5a and 5b. Communicate: This is a poem about growing tomatoes.

− Direct the student to Stimulus 5a. Communicate the title, the poet, and the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 5b. Communicate: 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 7
− Present Stimulus 7a and 7b. Communicate: Here is more of the poem “Tomato Harvest.”

− Direct the student to Stimulus 7a. Communicate the title, the poet, and the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 7b. Communicate: These are words from the 
poem.

− Communicate the text in each answer choice. 

− Communicate: Find the words the poet uses to describe how the tomato plants looked after the 
rainstorm.

Stimulus 7a

I watered and weeded those seedlings of mine
Braced the stalks with stake and twine, 
And watched for snails and worms—that bunch 
Of pests for whom green leaves mean lunch.
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the words “plants were 
beaten flat” in Stimulus 7b, ➡ mark A for question 7 and move to question 8.

If the student does not find the words “plants 
were beaten flat” in Stimulus 7b, ➡

provide one of these allowable teacher assists 
to the student:
• Have the student identify what happened to 

the tomato plants in the poem. OR
• Have the student retell the poem. OR
• Highlight the lines where each answer choice 

can be found in the poem.

Replicate the initial presentation instructions.
After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds the words “plants were beaten ➡ mark B for question 7 and move to question 8.
flat” in Stimulus 7b,
After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find the words “plants were ➡ mark C for question 7 and move to question 8.
beaten flat” in Stimulus 7b,
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Stimulus 8b

*

The boy planted different kinds of tomatoes.

The boy worked hard to grow the tomatoes. 

The boy liked to pick tomatoes.

Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the sentence “The boy 
worked hard to grow the tomatoes” in  ➡ mark A for question 8 and move to question 9.
Stimulus 8b,
If the student does not find the sentence “The 
boy worked hard to grow the tomatoes” in ➡ replicate the initial presentation instructions.
Stimulus 8b,
After the teacher repeats the instructions, 
if the student finds the sentence “The boy 
worked hard to grow the tomatoes” in  ➡ mark B for question 8 and move to question 9.

Stimulus 8b,
After the teacher repeats the instructions, if 
the student does not find the sentence “The 
boy worked hard to grow the tomatoes” in  ➡ mark C for question 8 and move to question 9.

Stimulus 8b,
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Presentation Instructions for Question 10
− Present Stimulus 10a and 10b. 

− Direct the student to Stimulus 10a. Communicate the text. 

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 10b. 

− Communicate: Find what the boy needs to make the paper airplane.

Stimulus 10a

The boy found directions for making a 
paper airplane in a book. He needs to 
get white paper and paper clips to make 
the airplane. 
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Stimulus 10b

*
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the white paper and the 
paper clip in Stimulus 10b, ➡

mark A for question 10 and move to  
question 11.
• model the desired student action by finding 

the white paper and the paper clip and 
If the student does not find the white paper 
and the paper clip in Stimulus 10b, ➡

��This iTj
0 -1.2 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 11
− Present Stimulus 11a and 11b. Communicate: Here are the steps for making a paper airplane.

− Direct the student to Stimulus 11a. Communicate each step. 

− Direct the student to the empty box in Stimulus 11a. Communicate: This step is missing.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 11b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

− Communicate: Find the missing step for making a paper airplane.

Stimulus 11a

How to Make a Paper Airplane

1. Get a piece of white paper and fold it 
the long way.

2. Fold one corner to the center fold 
line.

3. Fold the other corner to the center 
fold line.

4. Fold in half.

5. Fold one wing down.

6. 

7. Open both wings back out. 
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Stimulus 11b

Fold the airplane in half again.

Fold the back up to make the tail. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 12
− Present Stimulus 12a and 12b. Communicate: Here are the last steps for making a paper airplane.  

− Direct the student to Stimulus 12a. Communicate the text. 

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 12b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

− Communicate: Find why adding paper clips is an important step for making a paper airplane. 

Stimulus 12a

8. Add 3 small and 2 large paper clips to 
the nose of the airplane. 

9. Bend the back of the wings up a little 
bit and throw the airplane gently 
forward.

If the airplane doesn‛t fly where you want it to 
go, add another paper clip to the nose. ©
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Stimulus 12b

Paper clips help the airplane have more speed 
when it flies. 

Paper clips help the airplane land smoothly. 

Paper clips help the airplane fly in the right 
direction. 

*
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the sentence “Paper clips 
help the airplane fly in the right direction” in 
Stimulus 12b,

➡
mark A for question 12 and move to  
question 13.

If the student does not find the sentence 
“Paper clips help the airplane fly in the right ➡ replicate the initial presentation instructions.
direction” in Stimulus 12b,
After the teacher repeats the instructions, if 
the student finds the sentence “Paper clips 
help the airplane fly in the right direction” in ➡

mark B for question 12 and move to  
question 13.

Stimulus 12b, 
After the teacher repeats the instructions, if 
the student does not find the sentence “Paper 
clips help the airplane fly in the right direction” ➡

mark C for question 12 and move to  
question 13.

in Stimulus 12b,
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Presentation Instructions for Question 14
− Present Stimulus 14a and 14b.

− Direct the student to Stimulus 14a. Communicate the text, emphasizing the underlined word.

− Direct the student to Stimulus 14b. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 14b.

− Communicate: Find John’s untidy room.

Stimulus 14a



 Grade 7 Reading - STAAR Alternate 2 25

Presentation Instructions for Question 15
− Present Stimulus 15a and 15b.

− Direct the student to the empty box in Stimulus 15a. Communicate: There is a word missing from the 
text.  

− Direct the student to Stimulus 15a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 15b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

− Communicate: Find the word that is missing from the text.

Stimulus 15a

Lady Bird Johnson visited 
many parts of the United 
States. She saw many 
things that upset her.  
Areas that once were 
beautiful had become 
littered with trash. Lady 
Bird wanted to solve these 
problems. Lady Bird 
thought it was a                    
when people would leave old 
cars and auto parts along 
the roadsides. ©
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Presentation Instructions for Question 18
− Present Stimulus 18a and 18b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Sister of the Groom.”

− Direct the student to Rosa in the wedding party in Stimulus 18a. Communicate: This is Rosa.

− Communicate the title and the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 18b. Communicate: This is Rosa happy about 
being a bridesmaid. This is Rosa worried that her brother won’t have time to spend with her.

− Communicate: Find Rosa, who is worried about her brother getting married.

Stimulus 18a
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds Rosa with a worried face, ➡
mark A for question 18 and move to  
question 19.
• model the desired student action by finding 

Rosa with the worried face in Stimulus 18b 
If the student does not find Rosa with a 
worried face, ➡

and communicate “This is Rosa, who 
is worried about her brother getting 
married”; and

• replicate the initial presentation instructions.
After teacher modeling, if the student finds 
Rosa with a worried face, ➡

mark B for question 18 and move to  
question 19.

After teacher modeling, if the student does not
find Rosa with a worried face, ➡

mark C for question 18 and move to  
question 19.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 19
− Present Stimulus 19a and 19b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Sister of the Groom.”

− Direct the student to Stimulus 19a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 19b. Communicate the text in each answer 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 20
− Present Stimulus 20a and 20b. Communicate: Here is the conclusion of the story “Sister of the 

Groom.”

− Direct the student to Stimulus 20a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 20b. Communicate: These events happened in 
the story.

− Communicate the text in each answer choice.

− Communicate: Find what happens that shows Rosa is no longer worried about her brother 
getting married.

Stimulus 20a

 The bridesmaids help the bride put 
on her wedding dress. Just before the 
wedding begins, the bride‛s necklace 
breaks. Rosa asks the bride to wear her 
necklace for the wedding. The bride 
smiles and says to Rosa, “Thank you. I‛m 
so glad that you are going to be my 
sister, too.”
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