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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Curriculum Assessed

Grade 4 Reading Cluster 1

Reporting Category 3 Understanding and Analysis of Informational Texts: The 
student will demonstrate an ability to understand and 
analyze informational texts.  

Knowledge and Skills Statement 4.10 Students analyze, make inferences, and draw conclusions 
about the author’s purpose in cultural, historical, and 
contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the 
text to support their understanding.

Essence Statement Identifies topic and author’s purpose in informational 
texts.





Grade 4 Reading Cluster 5

Reporting Category 2 Understanding and Analysis of Literary Texts: The student 
will demonstrate an ability to understand and analyze 
literary texts.

Knowledge and Skills Statement 4.6 Students understand, make inferences, and draw 
conclusions about the structure and elements of 
fiction and provide evidence from text to support their 
understanding.

Essence Statement Identifies plot and character interaction in literary texts.

Item 17 Prerequisite Skill describe characters in a story and the reasons for their 
actions (K)

Item 18 Prerequisite Skill describe characters in a story and the reasons for their 
actions (K)

Item 19 Prerequisite Skill describe characters in a story and the reasons for their 
actions and feelings (1)

Item 20 Prerequisite Skill describe main characters in works of fiction, including 
their traits, motivations, and feelings (2)

Additional resources for STAAR Alternate 2, including the STAAR Alternate 2 Test Administrator Manual 
and the STAAR Alternate 2 Educator Guide, are available online: http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/
special-ed/staaralt/
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Presentation Instructions for Question 2
− Present Stimulus 2a and 2b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “Paws to Read.” 
− Direct the student to Stimulus 2a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 2b. 

− Communicate: Find the boy reading to a dog.

Stimulus 2a
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Presentation Instructions for Question 11
− Present Stimulus 11a and 11b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “A Hardworking Cat.”
− Direct the student to Stimulus 11a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 11b. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question 12
− Present Stimulus 12a and 12b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “A Hardworking Cat.”
− Direct the student to Stimulus 12a. Communicate the text.

− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 12b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

− Communicate: Find why the author used this photograph.

Stimulus 12a

Tama continues to do her job well. She 
walks around the station in her uniform 
and greets the passengers. She lets 
passengers pet her and take 
photographs with her. People come to 
the train station just to see Tama.
When people come to the train station 
to see Tama, they spend money on train 
tickets and gifts. This helps the train 
station. Tama’s hard work has helped 
the train station stay open.
Tama is famous. Her photograph has 
been in many newspaper and magazine 
stories. She has been on TV and in 
videos. There is even a book called 

Life is good for this hardworking cat!
Diary of Tama, the Station Master.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 14
− Present Stimulus 14a and 14b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “The History of Ice 

Cream.”
− Direct the student to Stimulus 14a. Communicate the text. 

− Direct the student to the ice cubes. Communicate: This is ice.
− Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 14b. Communicate: Ice is needed to make ice 

cream.
− Communicate: Find the ice that is needed to make ice cream. 

Stimulus 14a

A long time ago it was not easy to find 
ice cream. People did not have the ice 
that was needed to make ice cream. 
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Stimulus 14b
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the ice in Stimulus 14b, � mark A for question 14 and move to  
question 15.
• model the desired student action by finding 

If the student does not find the ice in 
Stimulus 14b, �

the ice in Stimulus 14b and communicate 
“This is ice that is needed to make ice 
cream”; and

• replicate the initial presentation instructions.
After teacher modeling, if the student finds 
the ice in Stimulus 14b, � mark B for question 14 and move to  

question 15.
After teacher modeling, if the student does 
not find the ice in Stimulus 14b, � mark C for question 14 and move to  

question 15.
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Presentation Instructions for Question 15

� Present Stimulus 15a and 15b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “The History of Ice 
Cream.”

� Direct the student to Stimulus 15a. Communicate the text. 

� Direct
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Scoring Instructions
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Presentation Instructions for Question 16

� Present Stimulus 16a and 16b. Communicate: Here is more of the article “The History of Ice 
Cream.”

� Direct the student to Stimulus 16a. Communicate the subtitles and the text. 

� Direct the student to the stem and each answer choice in Stimulus 16b. Communicate the text in the 
stem and each answer choice.

� Communicate: Find why ice cream was put on a stick.

Stimulus 16a

Ice-Cream Cones

A man selling waffles at a 
fair saw that people would 
buy waffles at his booth 
and then go to the 
ice-cream booth. They 
would drop their ice cream 
onto his waffles. This gave 
him the idea of rolling a 
waffle into a cone shape. 
He had invented the 
ice-cream cone! 
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Ice-Cream Bars

Years later another man 
who was a candy maker 
covered a block of vanilla 
ice cream with chocolate. 
His daughter said it was 
good but too messy. His son 
had the idea to put the ice 
cream on a stick like a 
lollipop. He had invented the 
first ice-cream bar on a 
stick. 
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Stimulus 16a

Ice-Cream Flavors

Every year ice-cream 
companies spend lots of 
time testing new 
flavors such as Chunky 
Chocolate and Very 
Berry. Still, the most 
popular flavor is vanilla. 
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Stimulus 16b

to keep the vanilla ice cream from 
melting in the waffle

Ice cream was put on a stick —

to make the ice cream covered with 
chocolate easier to eat

to test the new ice-cream flavors 
invented each year

*

Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds “to make the ice cream 
covered with chocolate easier to eat” in 
Stimulus 16b,

� mark A for question 16 and move to  
question 17.

If the student does not find “to make the ice 
cream covered with chocolate easier to eat” � replicate the initial presentation instructions.
in Stimulus 16b,

After the teacher repeats the instructions, 
if the student finds “to make the ice cream 
covered with chocolate easier to eat” in � mark B for question 16 and move to  

question 17.
Stimulus 16b,

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if 
the student does not find “to make the ice 
cream covered with chocolate easier to eat” � mark C for question 16 and move to  

question 17.
in Stimulus 16b,
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Presentation Instructions for Question 18

� Present Stimulus 18a and 18b. Communicate: Here is more of the story “Laura’s Neighborhood 
Surprise.”

� Direct the student to Stimulus 18a. Communicate the text. 

� Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 18b. Communicate: This neighbor is mowing 
the grass. This neighbor is working in the garden.  

� Communicate: Find the neighbor who watches the children from her garden.

Stimulus 18a
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Stimulus 19b
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Presentation Instructions for Question 20

� Present Stimulus 20a and 20b. Communicate: Here is the conclusion of the story “Laura’s 
Neighborhood Surprise.”

� Direct the student to Stimulus 20a. Communicate the text.

� Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus 20b. Communicate the text in each answer 
choice.

� Communicate: Find why Mrs. Ryan being part of a nrect
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Scoring Instructions

Student Action Test Administrator Action

If the student finds the sentence “It tells 
why Mrs. Ryan checks on the children” in � mark A for question 20.
Stimulus�20b,

If the student does not find the sentence “It 
tells why Mrs. Ryan checks on the children” in � replicate the initial presentation instructions.
Stimulus�20b,

After the teacher repeats the instructions, 
if the student finds the sentence “It tells 
why Mrs. Ryan checks on the children” in � mark B for question 20.

Stimulus�20b,

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if 
the student does not find the sentence “It tells 
why Mrs. Ryan checks on the children” in � mark C for question 20.

Stimulus�20b,
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