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General Information 
 

This guide provides exemplar student responses for the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS) online writing assessment for grade 3. It is intended to be 

used alongside the spring 2023 TELPAS reading and writing released test. Each question is 
identified as it appears on the released test (question is referred to as "item" in the rubric).  

 
The responses you see in this guide are student responses to a writing prompt submitted 

online during the testing window. A range of responses are included to show the progression 
of student writing from lower score points to higher score points. The response images are 

as the students typed them. 

  
The annotation that accompanies each response is written to illustrate how the language of 
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Grade 3 Writing Questions and Scored Responses 
 

Question 19 
 

 
 
 

Prompt 

 
�x Describe each of the animals you see. 

�x Write about where and how these animals live. 

�x Explain the ways these animals are the same and the ways they are different. 
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Score Point 2 

 

Response 1 

 

 

 

In this response, the writer shows a limited ability to respond to the prompt. The vocabulary is 

simple �D�Q�G���U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���D�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�����³�W�R�X�F�D�Q���O�L�Y�H�V���������������W�X�U�W�O�H���O�L�Y�H�V�´, �³�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���������������W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�´�������(�U�U�R�U�V���L�Q���V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���J�U�D�P�P�D�U���D�U�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����E�X�W���G�R���Q�R�W��
�R�Y�H�U�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���X�V�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H�´���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���³�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���´��
�7�K�H���O�D�F�N���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�G�V���R�U���S�K�U�D�V�H�V���F�D�X�V�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���O�D�F�N���F�R�K�H�V�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V��
attempts to include some relevant details do not go beyond simple answers to the prompt 

directives.   

 

 

Response 2 

 

 

 

In this respo�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\���L�V���P�R�V�W�O�\���V�L�P�S�O�H���D�Q�G���O�D�F�N�V���D���E�U�R�D�G�H�U���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I��
academic language, and the writer occasionally struggles to find the correct word, for example, 

�³�D�E�R�X�W�´���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���³�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�´���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�����6�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���H�U�U�R�U�V���D�U�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���E�X�W���R�Qly 

sometimes impede understanding, and grammar and usage errors are similarly present but do 

�Q�R�W���L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�H���U�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���X�V�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�H�Q�V�H���Z�L�W�K��
�K�H�D�Y�\���U�H�O�L�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���D���I�H�Z���E�D�V�L�F���Y�H�U�E�V�����³�L�V���´���³�F�D�Q�´�������E�X�W���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V���W�K�H���D�Eility to craft compound 

sentences. In addition, the writer provides a few simple sequencing words to help form some 

cohesion between ideas (�³�D�Q�R�W�K�H���G�L�I�I�U�H�Q�V���´���³�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�Q�J�´�����E�X�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�H�Z���G�H�W�D�L�O�V�����2�Y�H�U�D�O�O����
the writer communicates in a limited manner, earning a score point 2. 
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Score Point 3 
 

Response 1 

 

 
 

The writer of this response shows a moderate variety and range of grade-appropriate social 

language and uses rhetorical questions to engage the reader. However, the writer does not 

offer much precise or academic language. The spelling is not problematic, and the response 

contains a few grammatical and usage errors that, while distracting, do not impede the 

�U�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���X�V�H�V���F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���V�H�Q�W�H�Qces 

�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���D�Q�G���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���D�G�G���V�R�P�H���V�L�P�S�O�H���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���S�K�U�D�V�H�V�����³�6�R��
�W�K�H�\�´�����W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���L�G�H�D�V�����7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�R�P�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H��
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���D�W���W�L�P�H�V�����³�D���W�X�U�W�O�H���V�S�H�Q�G�V���P�R�V�W���R�I���K�L�V���O�L�I�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�´, �³�W�K�H��
�W�X�U�W�O�H���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�´, �³�W�X�U�W�O�H�V���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���U�L�J�K�W�"�´�������2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���W�K�H��
�Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�U�D�I�W���D�Q���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���P�H�V�V�D�J�H����  
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Score Point 3, continued  

 

Response 2 
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Score Point 3, continued  

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer shows a moderate range of language, including some academic 

�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����³�6�X�Q���=�R�Q�H���I�O�R�R�U���´���³�I�R�U�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���M�X�Q�J�O�H�V�´�������6�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���J�U�D�P�P�D�U���H�U�U�R�U�V���D�U�H��
uncommon, and the ones that occur do not impede understanding. The writer has produced 
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Score Point 4 

 

Response 1 
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Score Point 4, continued  

 

Response 4 

 

 

 

In this response, the writer shows a clear ability to respond to the writing task appropriately. 

The response contains a variety and range of grade-appropriate language, including some 

�G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H�����³�G�U�\���O�D�Q�G�´�����D�Q�G���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�����³�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���´���³�H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�´�����O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�R�P�H��
�P�L�Q�R�U���V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���H�U�U�R�U�V�����³�W�L�S�H�V���´���³�E�U�H�D�W�K�´���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���E�U�H�D�W�K�H�������E�X�W���W�K�H�\���G�R���Q�R�W���L�P�S�H�G�H��
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����:�K�L�O�H���V�R�P�H���Z�R�U�G���F�K�R�L�F�H���D�Q�G���J�U�D�P�P�D�W�L�F�D�O���H�U�U�R�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W�L�F�H�D�E�O�H�����³�R�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
�S�O�D�F�H�V���´���³�P�D�N�H���D���U�R�O�O�´����they do not interfere with comprehensibility. The writer uses transitional 

words a�Q�G���S�K�U�D�V�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����³�)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���´���³�$�O�V�R�´�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H�O�S���W�R���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���W�K�H��
flow of ideas. The sentence structures show complexity and variety. The writer provides 

specific details throughout the response and occasionally elaborates to fully explain the idea. 
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Question 26 
 

 
 
 

Prompt 

 
�x Describe when and where this story took place. 
�x Tell about what the characters did in each picture and how they did it. 
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Score Point 1 

 

Response 1 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer is only able to demonstrate a minimal ability to respond to the 

writing task. The response contains frequent errors in grammar and usage that interfere with 

�W�K�H���U�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�R�U�U�H�F�W���Y�H�U�E���I�R�U�P�V�����³�L�V���J�H�W���´���³�L�V���K�H�O�S�´�������7�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H��
structures in the response are very simple and repetitive. The writer displays only a very 

limited and minimal range of vocabulary, which is further hampered by certain words being 

difficult to understand due to spelling errors and���R�U���E�R�U�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H��
���³�G�H�P�H���F�R�R�N�V���´���³�J�H�W���W�K�H���J�H�V�W�´�������$���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D���O�L�W�W�O�H��
detail and sequencing. This is not enough, however, to elevate the response to a higher score 

point. 

 
 

Response 2 

 

 
 

The writer of this response demonstrates only a minimal ability to respond to the writing task 

using English. The response consists of mostly high-frequency words and phrases, and errors 

occur throughout the response, interfering significantly with u�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V��
�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�����³�K�H���D�V�N���L�V���P�R�P���L�V���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���F�R�R�N�L�\�V�´�������$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H��
structures are simple, and the writer provides minimal detail. Overall, the weight of the errors 

in this minimal response is too great to assign a higher score point.   
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Response 1 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer addresses 
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Score Point 3 
 

Response 1 

 

 
 

The writer demonstrates the ability to expand the narrative more fully beyond the basic 
elements in the prompt by using a moderate range of vocabulary throughout the response and 

�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J���S�U�H�F�L�V�H���Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\���W�R���D�G�G���F�O�D�U�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�����³�I�O�R�X�H�U���´���³�V�X�J�H�U�´������
Spelling errors are somewhat common but do not interfere much with comprehension, and 
grammar errors are less frequent, though still present, and do not impede understanding. The 

sentence structures are varied and include some more complex sentences, which help show the 
connections between ideas. Evidence of sequencing and organization is also present not only 

through the use of sequencing words ���³�E�H�J�H�Q�L�Q�J���´���³�P�L�G�G�H�O���´���³�H�Q�G�´�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I��
�V�R�P�H���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�G�V�����³�7�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\�������������´�������2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U��displays an emerging ability to 

use written English to craft an original message. 
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Score Point 3, continued  

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer uses grade-appropriate social language to address the writing task. 

The word choice reflects a moderate range of language with some precise language on occasion 

���³�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���´���³�V�P�H�O�O���V�R���J�R�R�G�´�����D�Q�G���U�D�U�H�O�\���G�R���D�Q�\���H�U�U�R�U�V���L�Q���V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J occur. The sentence 

structures are clear and concise, though they do not show much complexity. The writer 

�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���V�R�P�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���G�H�W�D�L�O�V�����³�6�D�P���D�Q�G���6�D�U�D�K���´���³�6�D�P���L�V���K�X�Q�J�U�\�´�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�G�G�V���V�R�P�H���F�O�D�U�L�W�\���W�R��
the story and appropriately sequences events through the use of transitional words and 

�S�K�U�D�V�H�V�����³�W�K�H�Q���J�R���´���³�V�R���J�R�R�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�V�N���´���³�)�L�Q�D�O�O�\���´���³�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���I�L�Q�V�K�´�������2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U��
demonstrates the ability to use written English to tell an original story about making cookies.   

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

The writer of this response uses a moderate range of vocabulary with some precise word choice 

���³�G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���W�U�H�D�W�´�������D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���Z�R�U�G�V���D�U�H���V�S�H�O�O�H�G���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\�����7�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H��
�W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J��ability to create more complex sentences. The story is written in the 

past tense, but errors in some past tense forms of verbs are quite noticeable though they do 

�Q�R�W���L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����³�P�D�N�H�G���´���³�W�R�R�N�H�G�´�������7�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
between ideas and help to progress the story through the appropriate use of sequencing words 

�D�Q�G���S�K�U�D�V�H�V�����³�6�R���´���³�Z�K�H�Q�´�������2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���X�V�H���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���W�R���W�H�O�O��
an original story about making cookies. 

 
 

 

 
 



TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide 
Grade 3 

Spring 2023 22 

 
Score Point 3, continued  

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

The writer shows a moderate range of language with some precise �Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\�����³�F�K�R�F�R�O�D�W�H��
�F�K�L�S�V���´���³�\�X�P�P�\�´�������6�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���H�U�U�R�U�V���D�U�H���X�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���X�V�D�J�H���H�U�U�R�U�V���G�R���Q�R�W���L�P�S�H�G�H���W�K�H��
�U�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�R�P�H���L�Q�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�\���Z�L�W�K���Y�H�U�E���W�H�Q�V�H���D�V���W�K�H��
writer starts in past tense but does not maintain this t�H�Q�V�H�����³�Z�D�V���K�X�Q�J�U�\���D�Q�G���K�H���Z�D�Q�W�V���W�R���H�D�W��
�F�R�R�N�L�H�V�´�������7�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���D�U�H���F�O�H�D�U���D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z���D�Q���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U���P�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[��
sentences. The writer uses some simple words and phrases to sequence the events of the story 

���³�)�L�U�V�W���´���³�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���´���³�$�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G�´�����D�Q�G���G�R�H�V���V�R���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���H�Q�R�X�J�K���G�H�W�D�L�O���W�R��
�D�G�G���V�R�P�H���F�O�D�U�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����³�P�L�[�L�Q�J���X�S���W�K�H���E�X�W�W�H�U���´���³�R�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�\�´�������2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U��
displays the ability to use written English to tell an original story about making cookies. 
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Score Point 4, continued  

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer demonstrates an appropriate range of language including some 

�P�R�U�H���S�U�H�F�L�V�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���E�D�N�L�Q�J�����³�E�D�W�W�H�U���´���³�F�K�R�F�O�D�W�H���F�K�L�S�V���´���³�V�L�O�Y�H�U���W�U�D�\�´�������7�K�L�V���D�O�V�R��
adds a level of detail to the story that allows the writer to narrate the events more clearly. The 

writing, as a whole, is fluent and contains few errors in spelling or grammar. The sentence 

structures contribute to this through their clarity and complexity. The writer uses both the 

future tense and past tense, switching between them at a logical point, the beginning of the 

story, and uses the correct forms of verbs throughout the rest of the response. Similarly, the 

�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���S�K�U�D�V�H�V�����³�2�Q�H���G�D�\���´���³�:�K�H�Q�´�����K�H�O�S�V���W�R���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H��
events of the story clearly and smoothly. Overall, the writer performs at a level comparable to 

native English-speaking peers.       
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Score Point 4, continued  

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer displays a wide range of language, mostly social, which establishes 
a voice and tone for the characters and the story. The few errors in spelling and grammar do 

�Q�R�W���L�P�S�H�G�H���W�K�H���U�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�U�L�Wing, and the sentence structures show variety 
and complexity. This includes the relatively advanced task of incorporating large portions of 

dialogue into the story without the dialogue becoming confusing. The story contains descriptive 

details throughout that forms a full narrative. The writer includes appropriate transitional words 
and phrases, giving the story clear sequencing and a sense of action. Overall, this writer shows 

a strong proficiency with written English comparable to native English-speaking peers.   
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