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3 Option D is correct The Nineteenth Amendment expanded the right to vote to women. The Twenty-Fourth Amendment 
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8 Option F is correct This law made it easier for people to gain land in the unsettled areas of the West, and it encouraged their 
migration from the East. As a result, the population of settlers in the West increased. For this item, the 
student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option G is incorrect This act allowed for the distribution of federal land to private individuals. It did not increase the federal 
debt because the land already belonged to the U.S. government. 
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10 Option H is correct The decision in Plessy v. Ferguson legalized having “separate but equal” facilities for black people and 
white people. The Brown v. Board of Education decision overturned Plessy and ruled that the “separate 
but equal” doctrine was unconstitutional. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to 
analyze a primary source to acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option F is incorrect Sweatt v. Painter was heard in 1950 and therefore preceded Brown v. Board of Education. However, just 
as Brown did, it challenged rather than protected the doctrine of “separate but equal.” 

Option G is incorrect Hernandez v. Texas challenged discrimination against Mexican Americans. The case involved the 
exclusion of Mexican Americans from jury service rather than “separate but equal” facilities. 

Option J is incorrect In Wisconsin v. Yoder, Amish families in Wisconsin successfully challenged a state law requiring school 
attendance beyond the eighth grade. The case centered on the First Amendment right of freedom of 
religion rather than on “separate but equal.” 
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11 Option C is correct In 1997, Vernon Baker was one of seven African American soldiers awarded the Medal of Honor for 
service during World War II. The award came more than five decades after the war had ended. Baker 
and the other six men were the first black soldiers from World War II to be recognized with the Medal of 
Honor. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a photograph to acquire 
information to answer a historical question. 

Option A is incorrect The United States officially desegregated the armed forces in 1948 when President Truman issued 
Executive Order 9981. 

Option B is incorrect Discriminatory actions commonly prevented black veterans from accessing veterans benefits after World 
War II, even though the GI Bill of Rights was not limited specifically to white soldiers. However, by 1997, 
black veterans had better access to benefits. 

Option D is incorrect The Medal of Honor was authorized in 1861, so Baker was not receiving a new commendation for 
veterans. 
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12 Option F is correct Both provisions of the Patriot Act of 2001 represent restrictions on the Fourth Amendment protection 
against unreasonable searches and seizures. The government sought to limit this right in the interest of 
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13 Option B is correct As a co-founder of the United Farm Workers Association, Dolores Huerta worked alongside Cesar Chavez 
to help improve the working conditions of farmworkers. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking 
skills to categorize information. 

Option A is incorrect Huerta was a victim of violence during protests, but she advocated nonviolence. 

Option C is incorrect Huerta and the United Farm Workers did use lawsuits to advance their cause. However, their focus was 
not on ending segregation. 

Option D is incorrect Huerta helped organize strikes and boycotts and spoke on behalf of the grape pickers, but she did not 
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14 Option H is correct The domino theory was the belief that if one country fell to communism, it would set off a chain of events 
that would lead to more countries adopting communism. President Kennedy suggests that if Vietnam 
were to become communist, it would create a “wave” of Chinese influence and communist governments 
throughout the region. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a primary 
source to acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option F is incorrect Nuclear deterrence is the idea that countries will not use their nuclear weapons because doing so would 
result in nuclear retaliation. The threat of nuclear destruction prevents countries from deploying their 
own nuclear weapons. President Kennedy does not address the use of nuclear weapons in this speech. 

Option G is incorrect Flexible response was the Kennedy administration’s approach to conflict. Kennedy wanted to have 
flexibility to respond to threats in different ways and did not solely rely on nuclear weapons. The remarks 
focus on the idea that the spread of communism to Vietnam would necessarily lead to the spread of 
communism throughout Southeast Asia and do not address military strategy or tactics. 

Option J is incorrect The Iron Curtain is a descriptor for the imaginary wall that separated Western Europe from 
Soviet-
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16 Option F is correct NATO was created in 1949 as a response to the growing power of the Soviet Union and the Communist 
bloc in Eastern Europe. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a 
cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option G is incorrect NATO was formed in 1949. Fascism in Italy fell in 1943, and Nazism in Germany was defeated in 1945. 
NATO was created to serve as a mutual defense pact among nations in Western Europe and North 
America in order to deter Soviet aggression. 

Option H is incorrect Germany and fascism were defeated in 1945. At the end of the war, the Soviet Union started to grow in 
power and influence, and this led to the creation of NATO. 

Option J is incorrect NATO formed as a result of the threats to Europe posed by the Soviet Union. In 1949, Japan did not pose 
a threat to Europe as it had been defeated in 1945 and was occupied by U.S. and British forces. 
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18 Option F is correct The items shown in the advertisement were goods that made certain aspects of life easier for consumers. 
For example, the refrigerator made it easier to store perishable food and prevent spoilage. For this item, 
the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze an artifact to acquire information to answer a 
historical question. 

Option G is incorrect During the early twentieth century, people readily adopted new technology powered by electricity. 
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19 Option C is correct Laissez-faire policies, in which the government stays out of the functioning of the markets, led to the 
growth of jobs in cities that contributed to migration from rural 
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20 Option G is correct Jacob Riis wrote about the living conditions in the overcrowded tenements in U.S. cities. He exposed the 
deplorable conditions that the working poor were forced to endure. For this item, the student applies 
critical-thinking skills to analyze a secondary source to acquire information to answer a historical 
question. 

Option F is incorrect The conditions Jacob Riis addressed were prominent in the slums where people of all races lived. He did 
not focus exclusively on African Americans and the discrimination they faced. 

Option H is incorrect Jacob Riis focused on the conditions in urban slums. He did not write about rural regions or any regional 
conflicts. 

Option J is incorrect Jacob Riis published his writings after the Chinese Exclusion Act had already limited Chinese immigration 
to the United States. His writings focused on the harsh living conditions immigrants faced, not on efforts 
to restrict immigration. 
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23 Option A is correct On September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C., killing close to three thousand people. The terrorists were backed by al-Qaeda, a 
terrorist organization led by Osama bin Laden and based in Afghanistan. In response to the attacks, the 
United States deployed military troops to Afghanistan. War in Afghanistan escalated as the United States 
and its allies opposed international terrorism and supported a new Afghan government based on free 
elections. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a graph to acquire 
information to answer a historical question. 

Option B is incorrect Soviet troops occupied Afghanistan for about a decade, but they withdrew in 1989. Furthermore, U.S. 
efforts to stop the spread of communism were significantly reduced after the collapse of the Soviet Union 
in 1991. 

Option C is incorrect 
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24 Option H is correct The letter describes the discovery of the Nazi concentration camps and the evidence of crimes against 
humanity by Nazi officials. The Allies held public trials at Nuremberg to hold Nazi leaders accountable for 
war crimes. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a primary source to 
acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option F is incorrect The purpose of economic sanctions on Germany was to cripple Hitler and end the war. It did not begin 
because of the discovery of concentration camps. 

Option G is incorrect The purpose of Allied bombing in Germany was to cripple Hitler and end the war. It did not begin 
because of the discovery of concentration camps. 

Option J is incorrect The Allies did not permit Nazi officials to leave Germany after discovering and liberating the concentration 
camps. These officials were pursued, arrested, and tried for war crimes. 
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26 Option F is correct Because Spain was a global power, the war was fought in both the Caribbean and the Pacific. As a result, 
the United States gained the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico. For this item, the student applies 
critical-thinking skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option G is incorrect The Spanish-American War was fought in 1898, decades before the United States developed nuclear 
capabilities. 

Option H is incorrect The Spanish-American War was fought in Cuba and the Philippines in 1898. Spain was not communist 
and was not threatened by communism. Stopping the spread of communism became a central part of 
U.S. foreign policy after the end of World War II in 1945. 

Option J is incorrect The war did not lead to the end of Spanish trade in the Eastern Hemisphere. It resulted in the loss of 
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27 Option C is correct Literacy tests were used to disenfranchise African American voters during the twentieth century. The 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 protected citizens against having to take complicated literacy tests or submit to 
any other kind of examination in order to vote. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to 
analyze a primary source to acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option A is incorrect The Voting Rights Act of 1965 sought to end practices that restricted the voting rights of black citizens. 
Proof of employment was not among the practices that southern leaders used to disenfranchise African 
Americans. 

Option B is incorrect Property ownership was a common voting requirement during the colonial period, but it was not a 
requirement used to limit voting rights in the twentieth century. 

Option D is incorrect 
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28 Option F is correct The levees that were supposed to prevent the massive flooding of New Orleans during storms collapsed 
as a 
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29 Option D is correct Because Americans practice so many different religions and have a right to do so, the country is 
generally tolerant of religious differences. Many Americans have relatives or ancestors who fled religious 
persecution, and that has helped subsequent generations recognize the importance of religious freedom 
and tolerance. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a secondary source to 
acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option A is incorrect The First Amendment is interpreted as requiring the separation of church and state. This tradition of 
keeping government separate from religion prevents the government from opening or operating religious 
schools. 

Option B is incorrect Most Americans live in densely populated urban areas comprised of people from diverse religious 
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32 Option F is correct Victory gardens were a way that citizens contributed to the war effort during World War II. By growing 
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33 Option A is correct Because of the working conditions, labor reformers used their influence to achieve legislation that limited 
the workday, restricted child labor, and established a minimum wage. For this item, the student applies 
critical-thinking skills to identify a cause-and -
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37 Option C is correct
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38 Option G is correct The Fifteenth Amendment guaranteed the right to vote to African American men following the Civil War. 
The image shows the “First Vote” of an African American man in an election and therefore shows the 
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39 Option C is correct The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, or the GI Bill of Rights, provided educational opportunities to 
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41 Option C is correct The image of a person in military dress with a weapon illustrates the more militant approach of the Black 
Panther Party. The framing of the struggle as a revolution in which “one wins, or one dies” further 
emphasizes this militancy. In contrast, Martin Luther King Jr. promoted nonviolence. For this item, the 
student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a primary source to acquire information to answer a 
historical question. 

Option A is incorrect The Black Panther Party was founded in California and had influence in many states. Martin Luther King 
Jr. focused on issues in the South. 

Option B is incorrect The Black Panther Party did believe in equal voting rights, but the poster does not depict voting or voting 
rights in any way. Furthermore, Martin Luther King Jr. also believed in equal voting rights. 

Option D is incorrect The poster shows a person in military dress carrying a weapon with a caption about revolution. This 
imagery suggests that the Black Panther Party opposed the government and sought to bring about 
revolutionary change. Likewise, Martin Luther King Jr. resisted government officials in the South. 
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42 Option F is correct By using an assembly line and dividing the manufacturing process into small, unskilled tasks, Ford 
increased efficiency and productivity. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a 
primary source to acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option G is incorrect Ford developed assembly line technology to produce more cars in less time. His assembly line was not 
intended to improve employee morale or retention. 

Option H is incorrect 
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43 Option D is correct In 1942, the United States was at war with Germany, Italy, and Japan. People from these enemy nations 
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44 Option H is correct The success of musical Westerns popularized country music. These movies allowed music that was 
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45 Option A is correct Both cases were about segregation. In the Mendez case, federal courts ordered a California school district 
that operated separate schools for students of Mexican ancestry to end discrimination against these 
students. In the Brown 



Texas Education Agency 
Student Assessment Division 

May 2022 

2022 STAAR U.S. History Rationales 

Item # Rationale 

46 Option H is correct Hoover explains in the excerpt that he believes that a large government “destroys initiative and thus 
destroys character.” He believed that government should have a limited role in providing direct relief, 
even during an unprecedented economic crisis. Roosevelt, in contrast, supported New Deal programs 
that offered direct relief by providing jobs for the unemployed. For this item, the student applies 
critical-thinking skills to analyze a primary source to acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option F is incorrect Hoover was reluctant to establish social welfare programs and instead favored “an organization of 
self-help” that would provide private assistance. Roosevelt was more open to establishing social welfare 
programs funded and operated by the federal government. For example, in addition to programs to 
provide jobs, he supported the Social Security Act, which provided payments to the elderly. 

Option G is incorrect It was Hoover rather than Roosevelt who favored private charities taking the lead in relief efforts. 
Roosevelt supported government efforts to help citizens. 

Option J is incorrect As part of his program of reform, Roosevelt believed that the federal government needed to regulate 
some industries in order to prevent a future economic collapse. For example, he supported the 
establishment of the Securities and Exchange Commission to regulate the stock market. 
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47 Option D is correct The National Organization for Women (NOW) supported the Equal Rights Amendment to guarantee legal 
equality for women. NOW helped bring attention to this issue as part of the feminist movement. For this 
item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option A is incorrect The California chapter of NOW filed a brief with the court supporting the right to an abortion. In general, 
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49 Option B is correct The United States had strong relationships with Great Britain and France. Wilson wanted to help these 
nations as they resisted German aggression. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to 
identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option A is incorrect One of the causes of World War I was imperialism, which would include the desire to control trade in 
places such as Asia and Africa. However, this tension existed between the European powers in the war. 
Wilson advocated for free trade and would not have entered a war for the purpose of gaining increased 
trade advantages in Asia for the United States. 

Option C is incorrect The United States did not retaliate against Germany for high tariffs. Once the war began in 1914, trade 
with Germany and the Central Powers decreased dramatically for many reasons, but tariff rates were not 
a reason for the decline. 

Option D is incorrect Fascism emerged in Italy after the war had ended. It was a major cause of World War II, not World War I. 
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50 Option J is correct The excerpt explains that the Reagan administration chose intervention because of fears that conflict 
between different groups could “escalate into an Arab-
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52 Option H is correct The table shows a significant growth in federal jobs, suggesting that the war created economic 
opportunities for U.S. citizens as businesses increased production to support the war effort. For this item, 
the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a graph to acquire information to answer a historical 
question. 

Option F is incorrect As the war effort required more soldiers, support personnel, and supplies, military budgets grew larger. 
The growing number of 
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54 



Texas Education Agency 
Student Assessment Division 

May 2022 

2022 STAAR U.S. History Rationales 

Item # Rationale 

55 Option C is correct The Jungle highlighted the dangerous conditions and lack of quality standards in meat-packing plants. 
Sinclair highlighted how these issues could harm the public. As a result, Congress passed laws, such as 
the Pure Food and Drug Act, to ensure that consumers were protected against tainted and unsafe food. 
For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a primary source to acquire 
information to answer a historical question. 

Option A is incorrect The formation of monopolies was challenged rather than encouraged during this era. 

Option B is incorrect Refrigerated railroad cars did help ship meat safely, but they were invented during the 1800s. 

Option D is incorrect The excerpt addresses the processing of meat, which did not involve farmers once they had sold their 
cattle to the processors. Also, the Populist Party, which had been the political voice of many farmers 
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56 Option F is correct The United States became involved in the Korean War to stop the spread of communism after North 
Korea, which was communist, invaded South Korea. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking 
skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option G is incorrect Relations with Communist China worsened during the Korean War. After pushing the North Koreans out 
of South Korea, U.S. troops continued into North Korean territory. As they approached the Yalu River, 
which separated North Korea and China, China sent troops to aid North Korea and to fight against U.S. 
forces. 

Option H is incorrect The United States did not engage in the Korean War to prevent the use of nuclear weapons. Neither 
North Korea nor South Korea had nuclear weapons. 

Option J is incorrect The United States was concerned with resisting the spread of communism rather than with the rise of 
fascism. North Korea had adopted communism, and the United States wanted South Korea to remain a 
noncommunist country. 
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58 Option G is correct The increase in immigration during this time resulted in cities becoming even more densely populated as 
many immigrants settled in cities in the Northeast. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking 
skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option F is incorrect The increase in immigration meant that factories had an abundant labor pool to fill jobs. 

Option H is incorrect 
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59 Option A is correct As more women entered the workforce, they demanded equal pay and equity in the workplace. For this 
item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a graph to acquire information to answer a 
historical question. 

Option B is incorrect Merit
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60 Option J is correct This speech called for an end to racial discrimination. The popularity of this speech helped pressure 
political leaders to pass legislation to address discrimination and protect civil rights. For this item, the 
student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option F is incorrect King’s speech expressed a desire for an end to discrimination. He did not call for the creation of a new 
political party or pressure leaders to form one. 
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61 Option B is correct The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution gave the president the power to deploy military troops without a formal 
declaration of war by Congress. It increased presidential power regarding the use of military force. For 
this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option A is incorrect 
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62 Option J is correct The Nineteenth Amendment guaranteed women’s right to vote. Ratification of this amendment elevated 
women from simply being “governed” to being able to give “consent” and authorize the “just powers” of 
those in government. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a primary source 
to acquire information to answer a historical question. 

Option F is incorrect The right of women to vote was not a self-evident truth during this era, as most states excluded women 
from this right. 

Option G is incorrect “Endowed by their Creator” refers to unalienable rights that people are born with and belong to all 
humans. Voting rights were not considered to be unalienable rights during the historical periods isOpti
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65 Option C is correct These marches were often intended to intimidate racial minorities and discourage them from voting or 
becoming engaged in politics. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a 
cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option A is incorrect There was not a significant debate about voter identification laws in the early 1900s. Furthermore, the 
Klan would most likely have supported voter identification laws. 

Option B is incorrect The Klan was focused on preventing voting by African American citizens. There was not significant 
concern about voter fraud in the early 1900s. 

Option D is incorrect The Klan supported literacy tests and other means of suppressing the vote of African Americans and 
other minorities. 
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66 Option J is correct Satellite technology is now used for cell phones, GPS, television, and other forms of communication. 
Satellites were first developed as part of the space program but have become an integral part of the 
communications system. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a 
cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option F is incorrect Space exploration and technology have led to improvements in robotic technology that can now be used 
for surgery. It has increased dependence on robotics rather than decreasing it. 

Option G is incorrect At the present time, homes do not use shields to protect against meteorites. 

Option H is incorrect Space technology has led to an increase in the use of solar cells and has not reduced dependence on 
solar cells or biofuels. 
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67 Option C is correct In order to become a naturalized citizen, a person must take a test that covers the principles of the 
American government. For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to identify a 
cause-and-effect relationship. 

Option A is incorrect The requirements for citizenship include age, length of residency, and character. Income level is not 
considered. 

Option B is incorrect People who want to become citizens of the United States are expected to speak, read, and write basic 
English. They are not required to earn an advanced degree from a university in the United States. 

Option D is incorrect In order to become a naturalized citizen, a person must demonstrate an understanding of the U.S. 
Constitution. There is no requirement to understand all the state constitutions. 
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68 Option F is correct The scanner reads the product and enters the price in the sales system. This means that the salesperson 
does not have to manually enter the price of each item. This improves the efficiency of the sales process. 
For this item, the student applies critical-thinking skills to analyze a photograph to acquire information to 
answer a historical question. 

Option G is incorrect The use of a scanner to gather information about a product does not affect the quality of merchandise. 

Option H is incorrect The scanner does not affect the amount of time needed to produce goods. It is used to gather 
information about the product from a label. 

Option J is incorrect The use of a scanner can help with inventory, but it does not affect whether goods are imported. 
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