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2 Option G is correct The fox’s plan is described in paragraphs 9 and 10. It is important to the story’s resolution because the 
conflict in the story is about how the crows want to rid their home of the snake. The crows follow the fox’s 
plan to do so, and the plan works, resolving the story’s conflict. 

Option F is incorrect The plan does not help them learn how much they like their home; the crows’ love for their home is what 
causes them to seek out a plan. For example, in paragraph 6, Father Crow says, “The banyan tree is the 
best place for us to live. I will find some way to drive away the snake.” 

Option H is incorrect Although the snake probably finds the necklace after it’s dropped in his hole in paragraph 12, the fox’s 
plan is not to help the snake find a necklace, but rather to chase the snake away from the banyan tree. 

Option J is incorrect The fox’s plan does not show the crows that they like attention; instead, the plan forces the snake to 
leave the tree forever.  
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4 Option F is correct In paragraph 7, the author explains that Mother Crow has had seven chicks and portrays the snake as 
“searching for the crows’ nest.” In paragraph 8, Mother Crow begs Father Crow to “please do something 
to drive away the snake.” Therefore, the details in paragraphs 7 and 8 support the idea that Mother Crow 
is worrying about the snake. 

Option G is incorrect In paragraphs 7 and 8, feeding her babies is not Mother Crow’s concern; the fact that they “quickly grew 
big and fat” implies they were eating plenty, and her begging to Father Crow “to drive away the snake” 
indicates she’s worried about the snake. 

Option H is incorrect Although in paragraph 7, the author explains that “there were seven baby crows in the nest” and that 
“they quickly grew big and fat,” there is no indication in paragraphs 7 and 8 that Mother Crow is sad about 
the nest being crowded. Her pleas to Father Crow to “do something to drive away the snake” 
demonstrates her worries about the snake. 
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5 Option C is correct The river is important to the plot because, as described in paragraph 11, it is where Mother Crow gets the 
necklace, which is an important part of the fox’s plan to drive away the snake. 

Option A is incorrect Mother Crow says nothing about building a nest at the river. Rather, after following the fox’s plan to rid 
the tree of the snake, it’s explained in paragraph 13 that the crows lived in the banyan tree “happily for 
many years and raised many babies, too.” 

Option B is incorrect In paragraphs 9 and 10, the fox tells Father Crow “to go to the river” to “pick up a necklace.” If Father 
Crow met the fox at the river, the fox would have said something like, “come back to this river.” 

Option D is incorrect Father Crow wants the snake to go far away, but he does not say anything about the snake going to  
live at the river. The river is only mentioned as the place the crows must go to start to set the fox’s  
plan in motion. 
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6 Option F is correct The illustration shows the crows doing what the fox told them to do, to “pick up a necklace and fly home” 
(paragraph 10). This is a key part of the fox’s plan. 

Option G is incorrect The illustration does not show the nest and provides no details that show how the crows build their nest in 
the banyan tree. 

Option H is incorrect Although there are trees in the illustration’s background, including one with an opening at the bottom of 
the trunk, it is not clear whether this is the tree the snake lives in. Either way, the focus of the illustration 
is Mother Crow carrying the necklace. 

Option J is incorrect Even though the fox’s plan helps the crows stay safe, this is not the focus of the illustration, which shows 
Mother Crow following a key part of the fox’s plan. 
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7 Option A is correct In paragraphs 11 and 12, the author lists activities that young people can take part in to help save 
oceans, which is the goal of Mission Blue. For example, the author describes kids cleaning a beach and 
explains that 
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8 Option J is correct Due to the prefix in the word unharmed in paragraph 6, this word means that something is not harmed. 
The reader can infer this based on information in the paragraph, such as “in some areas people are not 
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10 Option H is correct In paragraphs 5 and 6, the author provides details for the key idea that “hope spots” are easier to care for 
than the whole ocean. The author points out in paragraph 5 that smaller parts of the ocean are “easier to 
clean and protect.” In paragraph 6, the author explains that Mission Blue gets these areas “identified as 
marine protected areas,” which they call “hope spots.” 

Option F is incorrect The areas of the ocean called “hope spots” are not selected because of their accessibility by boat; in fact, 
as the author explains in paragraph 6, in some “hope spots,” people are not allowed to use boats. 

Option G is incorrect The depth of the water in an area is not the reason Mission Blue divides the ocean into “hope spots.” 
When the author refers to people protecting “something as big as an ocean” in paragraph 5, it’s to explain 
how “hope spots” are easier to care for than the whole ocean. 

Option J is incorrect Although visitors are discouraged or limited in some of the “hope spots,” as the author explains in 
paragraph 6, the number of visitors an area gets is not why it is selected to be a “hope spot.” 
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11 Option A is correct The author wants to call attention to the work that Mission Blue members do for the restoration and 
protection of the ocean environment. The author explains in paragraph 3, “Mission Blue is a group of 
scientists and volunteers from around the world who love the oceans and try to keep them clean and 
healthy,” and then provides evidence for this throughout the selection. 

Option B is incorrect Although some readers might be inspired to visit oceans, such as to volunteer for Mission Blue, this is not 
the author’s primary purpose with the selection. The author is bringing attention to the work of Mission 
Blue rather than persuading more people to visit the oceans. 
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15 Option C is correct The central idea of the selection is that Mission Blue is doing a range of work to help improve the condition 
of oceans. For example, the author discusses “hope spots” in paragraphs 6 through 9 and teaching and 
holding events in paragraph 10. 

Option A is incorrect In paragraph 2, the author asks the reader to “imagine” what would happen if sea life disappeared, 
explaining, “even a small loss can 
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16 Option F is correct In paragraphs 6 through 11, Coyote corners Conejo, who pretends to offer to help Coyote by showing him 
an “enormous wheel of cheese” (paragraph 7), but he’s offering only so he can escape being eaten. 

Option G is incorrect Conejo knows that he cannot trust Coyote, who wants to eat him. 

Option H is incorrect Conejo is concerned about his own well-being, not about that of Coyote, as indicated by Conejo’s 
disappearance while Coyote is in the lake. As the author explains in paragraph 14, when Coyote emerged 
from the lake, “Conejo was nowhere to be found.” 

Option J is incorrect In paragraphs 6 through 11, the relationship does not involve friendship; it is purely one of hunter  
versus hunted. 
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18 Option F is correct In paragraphs 10 through 12, Coyote believes he will have cheese to eat, because when Coyote looks at 
the water, he sees a big yellow circle and says he’s “going to get it right now” (paragraph 12). 
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20 Option F is correct Coyote proclaims his frustration that “Conejo tricked” him in paragraph 16, and, in paragraph 17, after 
searching for Conejo “for hours” he goes “to bed hungry.” Based on this evidence, the reader can 
conclude that Coyote will never trust Conejo again. 

Option G is incorrect The author never suggests that Coyote swims for enjoyment; however, it could be assumed that if there were 
a food source in the water and Coyote were hungry, he would swim for it. For example, in paragraph 15, 
Coyote is still wondering how he can get the cheese after “gasping for air” looking for it in paragraph 14. 

Option H is incorrect Although in paragraph 15, Coyote “stared at the cheese in the lake,” wondering how he can get it, he 
quickly notices it’s “the moon’s round reflection” and not cheese. In paragraph 16, he acknowledges that 
Conejo tricked him. 

Option J is incorrect Even though Coyote hunts for Conejo "for hours,” he goes “to bed hungry,” as explained in paragraph 17, 
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25 Option C is correct 
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28 Option H is correct The opinion included in paragraph 4 implies that, because students must read so much in school, they 
may avoid joining a club that requires them to read more. 

Option F is incorrect A reader might avoid book clubs because they wouldn’t want to read the same book as a group of others; 
however, this sentence from paragraph 1 is presented as a requirement of book clubs, not an opinion of 
the author’s. 

Option G is incorrect Although this sentence from paragraph 2 could be considered an opinion of the author’s, the author 
includes it to illustrate how reading can help students learn new words, not to explain why students avoid 
book clubs. 

Option J is incorrect A reader might hold the opinion that sharing their thoughts and considering the views of others are good 
reasons to avoid book clubs; however, this is not an opinion shared by the author who, in paragraph 5, 
describes book-club meetings as “a great place to practice listening and speaking in a respectful way.” 
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30 Option J is correct In lines 9 through 14, the poet describes how the mother squirrel steadfastly and carefully moves all her 
babies to the safety of the second nursery. For example, in line 11, the mother squirrel tucks the first 
retrieved baby squirrel in; in line 12, she “scurries down the trunk again” to retrieve the rest. This 
emphasizes that the mother squirrel values all her babies. 

Option F is incorrect Although the reader might assume baby squirrels look like their mother, there is nothing in lines 9 through 
14 that describe what the squirrels look like. 

Option G is incorrect In lines 9 through 14, the poet describes how the mother squirrel climbs up and down the tree; however, 
the poet demonstrates this is to retrieve her babies, not because she is changing her mind. 

Option H is incorrect In lines 9 through 14, the poet suggests the mother is hurrying, possibly running. For example, in line 12, 
she “scurries down the trunk again,” and in line 14, she “never stops until she’s done;” however, she is 
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33 Option D is correct The windy setting contributes to the poem in that it creates the problem the mother squirrel must solve. 
For example, in lines 1 through 2, the poet describes how the “mother squirrel squeaks in distress” 
because “a gust of wind blew down her nest.” Because of this, in lines 5 through 14, she works to carry all 
the baby squirrels to the safety of the second nest. 

Option A is incorrect Although the wind causes the mother squirrel to squeak “in distress” in line 1, this is because she is 
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