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Executive Summary

he following are highlights of the 2002
Comprehensive Annual Report on Texas Public
Schools.

Over 85 percent of all students taking the Texas
Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) passed all
tests taken* in 2002. Performance of all students
increased by 29.7 percentage points over the past
eight years, with increases of 43.9 percentage
points for African American students; 38.6
percentage points for Hispanic students; and 39.2
percentage points for economically disadvantaged
students. The increases are evident even as more
students are taking the TAAS, fewer students are
being exempted, and more students are being
included in the accountability system. In 2002,
Grade 8 social studies TAAS scores were included
in the accountability system for the first time. In
2002, over 96 percent of students enrolled in the
spring were tested and 85 percent of those
assessment results were included in the
accountability system.

Texas students continued to make significant
advances in mathematics. In 2002, 92.7 percent of

* Results reflect the performance of only those students who were enrolled in the same district as of October of each school year. This assures that the
accountability ratings are based only on the performance of students who have been in the same school district for most of the academic year. Results
include performance of students served in special education who took the TAAS; performance of students who took the Spanish version of the TAAS in
Grades 3-6; and 2,998 students statewide who met the testing requirement for graduation by passing 3 out of 4 end-of-course examinations prior to the
spring semester of their sophomore year, rather than taking the exit-level TAAS.
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all students taking the mathematics TAAS in
Grades 3-8 and Grade 10 passed, an increase of
32.2 percentage points since 1994. Minority
students and economically disadvantaged students
have made especially impressive gains. Between
1994 and 2002, the percentage of African
American students passing the mathematics TAAS
increased by 48.4 percentage points; the percentage
of economically disadvantaged students passing
increased by 43.9 percentage points; and the
percentage of Hispanic students passing increased
by 43.0 percentage points.

Students have shown improvement on the reading
TAAS assessment. In 2002, 91.3 percent of all
students taking the reading test passed, an increase
of 14.8 percentage points since 1994. The greatest
improvements since 1994 in reading passing rates
have been for: African American students with an
increase of 26.5 percentage points; economically
disadvantaged students with an increase of 23.1
percentage points; and Hispanic students with an
increase of 22.0 percentage points.

Statewide, 94.4 percent of the class of 2002 passed
the exit-level TAAS, an increase of 11.6
percentage points over the passing rate (82.8%) for
the class of 1995. Passing rates were higher for all
student groups, i.e., African American, Hispanic,
White, Native American, and Asian/Pacific
Islander, and male and female students, in the class
of 2002 compared to the class of 2001. In
comparing the passing rates of the class of 2002 to
the class of 1995, three student groups showed the
largest gains: Native American students gained
17.5 percentage points; African American students
gained 17.4 percentage points; and Hispanic
students gained 16.3 percentage points.

In spring 2002, students in special education who
were taught the Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS) but for whom the TAAS was not
appropriate, took the State-Developed Alternative
Assessment (SDAA) to measure their progress.
Baseline data were established by their Admission,
Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committees in 2001.
The 2002 SDAA scores summed across Grades 3-8
indicated that 69.6 percent of students met their
ARD expectations. Currently the SDAA scores are
not included in the accountability ratings, but they
will become part of the school accountability
system in the future.

Of the 2,193,137 students eligible to be tested with
the English or Spanish TAAS or the SDAA in
2002, 96.2 percent were tested. This was the same
percentage tested in 2001. The SDAA first became
available in 2001. Of all students tested, 6.7
percent took the SDAA rather than the TAAS.

*

A total of 17,563 students in Grades 7-12 were
identified as dropouts in the 2000-01 school year,
down from 23,457 in 1999-00. The 2000-01 annual
dropout rate decreased to 1.0 percent from the
1999-00 rate of 1.3 percent. For the class of 2001,
the longitudinal dropout rate was 6.2 percent. The
target set in law is to reduce the longitudinal
dropout rate to 5 percent or less (Texas Education
Code §39.182). To meet this statutory goal, the
longitudinal dropout rate will need to be reduced
by about one-third. The longitudinal dropout rate
of 6.2 percent was a decrease from the 7.2 percent
longitudinal rate for the class of 2000 Grade 9
cohort, and the 8.5 percent longitudinal dropout
rate for the class of 1999 Grade 9 cohort.

For the class of 2001, the overall graduation rate
was 81.1 percent. African American students had a
graduation rate of 77.7 percent; White students,
86.8 percent; and Hispanic students, 73.5 percent.
Each group showed an increase over the preceding
year in the percentage of students graduating.

In the 2000-01 school year, a total of 177,400
students were retained in grade. The overall grade-
level retention rate for students in Grades K-12 was
4.7 percent. The rate remained unchanged from the
previous two years. Across all grade levels,
students in Grade 9 had the highest average
retention rate (17.4%). At the elementary level, the
highest retention rate was found in Grade 1 (6.3%).
Males were retained more often than females.
African American and Hispanic students were
retained more often than White students or students
from other ethnic groups. In 2000-01, there were
37,766 students in Grade 3 who did not pass the
reading TAAS. Out of the 37,766 Grade 3 students
who did not pass the Grade 3 reading TAAS in a
single attempt, 11.2 percent were retained. Out of
the 228,259 Grade 3 students who did pass the
reading TAAS, only 0.6 were retained.

Participation in AP/IB examinations continued to
increase. The percent of 11th or 12th graders taking
at least one Advanced Placement (AP) or
International Baccalaureate (IB) test rose to 14.3
percent in 2000-01 from 8.6 percent in 1996-97.
The percentages of students participating in these
examinations increased for all student groups
between 1999-00 and 2000-01. The number of AP
examinees in Texas has increased by 118.0 percent
since 1996, compared to a national increase of 56.3
percent.

Slightly over 122,400 Texas students in the class of
2001 took either the SAT 1 or the ACT by the end
of the 2000-01 school year. Participation in college
admission testing has increased at higher rates in

2002 Comprehensive Annual Report on Texas Public Schools
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committees. State statute does not permit reporting of
SDAA results by grade level or subject area; therefore
the AEIS reports the percent of students tested who met
their 2002 ARD committee expectations for all tests
taken, aggregated across grade levels. The first year a
student is assessed on the SDAA is a baseline measure,
after which the ARD committee sets an expectation for
performance when the student takes the SDAA the next
year. Statewide, 69.6 percent of students taking the
SDAA for the second time in 2002 met their ARD
committee expectations. Results varied slightly by
student group, with 68.0 percent of African American,
68.9 percent of Hispanic, 69.5 percent of economically
disadvantaged, 71.4 percent of White and Asian/Pacific
Islander, and 71.5 percent of Native American students
meeting their ARD committee expectations.

TAAS Participation

Every student enrolled in a Texas public school in
Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10 must be given the
opportunity to take the TAAS test or SDAA. The
TAAS participation section of the AEIS reports
provides the percentages of students tested and not
tested, and other categories of results that are excluded
or included in evaluations for accountability ratings
purposes. The percentages are based on the
unduplicated count of students for whom TAAS or
SDAA answer documents was submitted. In 2002, test
results for accountability evaluations included students
in regular and special education in Grades 3 through 8
and 10 who took the TAAS, as well as students served
and not served in special education who took the
Spanish version of TAAS in Grades 3 through 6.
Results of the SDAA will become part of the school
accountability system in the future.

In 2002, the following were notable about the
participation and exemption rates.

+ 96.2 percent of students were tested. The results of
85.0 percent of students were included for
accountability ratings purposes. The results of 11.2
percent were excluded for the following policy
reasons: 4.5 percent were students not enrolled in
the fall in the district where they tested in the
spring (mobile subset), and 6.7 percent took the
SDAA assessments only.

+ 3.8 percent of students were not tested. Of those,
0.7 percent were absent on all days of testing, 1.1
percent were students served in special education
who were exempt from all the tests by their ARD
committee, 1.4 percent were exempt from all tests
due to limited English proficiency (LEP), and 0.6
percent had answer documents coded with
combinations of the “not tested” categories or had

Academic Excellence Indicators

*

their testing disrupted by illness or other similar
events.

LEP exemptions were highest for Hispanic



GEDs, were still enrolled during the 2001-02 school
year, or dropped out.

The percent of students who graduated increased with
the class of 2001 (81.1%) compared to the class of 2000
(80.7%). Almost five percent (4.8%) of the class of
2001 received GEDs, the same percent as the class of
2000. Among those expected to graduate with the class
of 2001, 7.9 percent were still enrolled during the 2001-
02 school year, compared to 7.3 percent of the class of
2000 who were still enrolled during the 2000-01 school
year. Of the class of 2001, 6.2 percent of students
dropped out prior to their expected graduation year,
compared to 7.2 percent of the class of 2000. The
highest four-year longitudinal dropout rates among the
student groups expected to graduate in 2001 were 9.9
percent for economically disadvantaged students, 9.7
percent for students served in special education and 9.6
percent for Hispanic students. Statewide the four-year
longitudinal dropout rates decreased for each individual
student group, except for Native American students,
from the class of 2000 to the class of 2001.

Percentage Completing Advanced
Courses

The percentage of students completing the advanced
courses indicator is based on a count of the number of
students who complete and receive credit for at least
one advanced course in Grades 9-12. The course list
includes all advanced courses as well as the College
Board Advanced Placement (AP) courses, the
International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, and dual
enrollment courses for which students can obtain both
high school and college credit.

In 2000-01, the most recent year for which data were
available, 19.3 percent of students in Grades 9-12
completed at least one advanced course. Almost forty
percent (39.8%) of Asian/Pacific Islander students
completed one or more advanced courses, followed by
White students at 23.4 percent, Native American
students at 18.6 percent, Hispanic students at 14.5
percent, and African American students at 13.6 percent.
Participation among all student groups declined from
1999-00 to 2000-01, with the exception of Native
American students. The percentage of students
completing advanced courses is evaluated for Gold
Performance Acknowledgment in the statewide
accountability system.

Percentage Completing
Recommended High School
Graduation Program

This indicator shows the percentage of graduates
reported as having satisfied the course requirements for
the Texas State Board of Education Recommended
High School Graduation Program. It also includes those
who met the requirements for the Distinguished
Achievement Graduation Program.

For the class of 2001, 51.1 percent of students statewide
met the requirements for the Recommended High
School Graduation Program, up from the 38.6 percent
reported for the class of 2000. There are several reasons
for substantial increases across all student groups on
this performance measure. The Recommended High
School Graduation Program, which was originally
adopted by the State Board of Education in November
1993, underwent a number of changes before being
finalized in 1996. Students are now beginning to
qualify for this program in significant numbers. The
percentage of students graduating under the
Recommended High School Program or the
Distinguished Achievement Program is evaluated for
Gold Performance Acknowledgment in the statewide
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TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY Section I - Page 2
Academic Excellence Indicator System
2001-02 State Performance Report

Indicator:
African Native Asian/ Econ. Special
State American Hispanic White American Pac. Is. Male Female Disadv. Educ.

TAAS % Passing

Grade 5 (English)

Reading 2002 92.7% 87.5% 89.9% 96.6% 94 .1% 97.0% 91.8% 93.6% 88.7% 86.2%
2001 90.2% 84.0% 86.2% 95.1% 89.7% 95.7% 88.7% 91.6% 84.8% 81.1%

Math 2002 96.2% 92.3% 95.3% 98.1% 96.4% 99.1% 95.8% 96.6% 94 .2% 92.1%
2001 94_6% 89.2% 93.1% 97 .2% 93.2% 98.5% 94._1% 95.1% 91.7% 87.9%

All Tests 2002 91.3% 84._.7% 88.3% 95.7% 92 _4% 96.6% 90.3% 92.2% 86.7% 85.4%
2001 88.2% 80.0% 84.0% 93.8% 87.0% 95.3% 86.7% 89.6% 82.1% 79.0%

TAAS % Passing

Grade 5 (Spanish)

Reading 2002 79.5% * 79.5% 62.5% * * 76.9% 82.0% 79.4% 67.1%
2001 71.8% 80.0% 71.8% 100.0% * - 67.8% 75.5% 71.5% 53.0%

Math 2002 91.3% * 91.3% 77.8% * * 90.3% 92.3% 91.4% 83.9%
2001 87.1% 60.0% 87.2% * * - 86.8% 87.5% 87.1% 77 .4%

All Tests 2002 77.9% * 78.0% 66.7% * * 75.8% 80.1% 77 .9% 67.6%
2001 69.6% 60.0% 69.5% 100.0% * - 66.1% 72.8% 69.4% 57.6%

TAAS % Passing

Grade 6 (English)

Reading 2002 88.2% 81.7% 82.5% 94 .8% 89.6% 95.0% 86.8% 89.5% 81.4% 74.7%
2001 85.6% 77.9% 78.6% 93.3% 88.1% 93.5% 83.5% 87.7% 77 .4% 68.9%

Math 2002 93.8% 89.0% 91.4% 97 .2% 93.0% 98.2% 93.1% 94._.6% 90.4% 84._4%
2001 91.4% 84.8% 87.9% 96.0% 92.9% 97 .5% 90.3% 92.6% 86.7% 77 .5%

All Tests 2002 86.0% 77.8% 80.0% 93.5% 86.0% 94 4% 84._.6% 87.5% 78.5% 73.4%
2001 82.7% 72.9% 75.1% 91.5% 85.6% 92.8% 80.5% 85.0% 73.6% 65.5%

TAAS % Passing

Grade 6 (Spanish)

Reading 2002 65.0% * 64.8% * - * 60.4% 69.9% 64.3% 80.0%
2001 50.3% * 50.5% 20.0% * - 49 .0% 51.7% 49.7% 33.3%

Math 2002 72_.6% * 72_.3% * - * 70.3% 75.0% 71.9% 83.3%
2001 69.6% * 70.0% * * - 71.2% 67.8% 69.0% *

All Tests 2002 59.2% * 59.0% * - * 54._.8% 63.9% 58.5% 83.3%

2001 47 .0% * 47 .3% 20.0% * - 46.6% 47 .5% 46.5% 33.3%



TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY Section I - Page 3
Academic Excellence Indicator System
2001-02 State Performance Report

Indicator:
African Native Asian/ Econ. Special
State American Hispanic White American Pac. Is. Male Female Disadv. Educ.
TAAS % Passing
Grade 7
Reading 2002 91.3% 87.1% 86.5% 96.3% 94.7% 96.2% 89.6% 93.0% 85.8% 79.2%
2001 89.4% 82.8% 83.3% 95.8% 92.2% 95.6% 87.7% 91.0% 82.3% 73.1%
Math 2002 92.2% 85.8% 89.0% 96.5% 93.5% 97.7% 91.3% 93.1% 87.7% 79.8%
2001 89.6% 81.3% 86.0% 94 _4% 91.8% 97 .4% 87.8% 91.3% 84 _3% 71.6%
All Tests 2002 87.6% 79.9% 81.9% 94 .3% 90.6% 95.3% 85.7% 89.4% 80.5% 72.8%
2001 84.3% 73.9% 77.6% 92.3% 87.8% 94._.3% 82.0% 86.6% 75.7% 63.6%
TAAS % Passing
Grade 8
Reading 2002 94 3% 92.1% 91.0% 97 .5% 95.3% 97.8% 93.1% 95.5% 90.5% 85.0%

2001 91.9% 88.0% 87.4% 96.4% 92.8% 96.2% 90.5% 93.3% 86.5% 76.2%
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State American Hispanic White American Pac. Is. Male Female
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STUDENT INFORMATION Count Percent PROGRAM INFORMAT ION Count Percent
Total Students 4,146,653 100.0% Student Enrollment by Program:
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TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY Section Il - Page 2

Academic Excellence Indicator System
2001-02 State Profile Report

STAFF INFORMATION

Professional Staff:

Teachers
Professional Support
Campus Administration (School Leadership)
Central Administration
Educational Aides:

Auxiliary Staff:

Total Staff:

Total Minority Staff:

Teachers by Ethnicity and Sex:

Females
Males

African American
Hispanic

White

Asian/Pacific Islander
Native American

Teachers by Highest Degree Held:

No Degree
Bachelors
Masters

Doctorate

Teachers by Years of Experience:
Average

Beginning Teachers

1-5 Years Experience

6-10 Years Experience

11-20 Years Experience

Over 20 Years Experience

Number of Students Per Teacher:

Count Percent

353,476.8 63.1% Average Yrs. Experience of Teachers:
282,583.1 50.5% Average Yrs. Experience of Teachers with Dist.
49,903.6 8.9%
15,234.0 2.7% Average Teacher Salary by Years of Experience:
5,756.0 1.0% (regular duties only)

57,941.4 10.3%
Beginning Teachers

148,644 .9 26.5% 1-5 Years Experience
6-10 Years Experience
560,063.1 100.0% 11-20 Years Experience

Over 20 Years Experience
219,478.0 39.2%
Average Actual Salaries (regular duties only):

Teachers
218,348.1 77 .3% Professional Support
64,235.0 22.7% Campus Administration (School Leadership)

Central Administration
25,250.6 8.9%

49,681.1 17 .6% Permits by Type:
204,973.0 72.5%
1,959.3 0.7% Emergency (for certified personnel)
719.2 0.3% Emergency (for uncertified personnel)
Nonrenewable

Temporary Classroom Assignment
District Teaching

3,957.6 1.4% Temporary Exemption
212,732.4 75.3%
64,563.1 22.8% Turnover Rate For Teachers:

1,330.0 0.5%
Class Size Averages by Grade and Subject:

Elementary: Kindergarten

22,107.8 7.8% Grade 1
78,524.8 27 .8% Grade 2
51,042.7 18.1% Grade 3
69,874.9 24 7% Grade 4
61,033.0 21.6% Grade 5
Grade 6

14.7 n/a Mixed Grades

Secondary: English/Language Arts
Foreign Language
Mathematics
Science
Social Studies

Years
11.9 yrs.

7.8 yrs.

Amount

$30,940
$33,093
$36,169
$42,298
$49,185

$39,232
$41,959
$58,561
$69,849

Count

3,033
7,595
2,361
1,014
1,025

29

15.7%6

18.9
18.1
18.5
18.9
19.5
22.2
22.3
24.7

20.2
21.2
20.4
21.6
22.6
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2. Student Performance

“Texas schools continue to grow stronger academically. We are so proud of the performance of our
students. We know that there is still work to be done, but the improved academic performance we
have seen in this state is a testament to the hard work of educators, students, and parents.”

Felipe Alanis, Commissioner of Education, August 2002

Student Performance Results 2002

Texas students posted a record passing rate on the
spring 2002 Texas Assessment of Academic Skills
(TAAS), with 85 percent of the approximately 1.9
million students tested passing all parts of the test
taken. This passing rate for “all students” reflects the
performance of students in both regular and special
education programs and is up from 82 percent passing
last year and 53 percent passing in 1994,

Spring 2002 marked the final large-scale administration
of the TAAS tests. As mandated by the 76" Texas
Legislature, students will take the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) beginning in spring
2003. Exit-level students who have failed to meet their
graduation requirements for TAAS will continue to take
the TAAS tests in subsequent administrations until their
requirements are met. All other students will take the
TAKS tests.

There are some significant differences in the subject
areas and grades tested between the TAKS and TAAS
tests. Table 2.1 outlines these changes, with the shaded
portions marking differences in subjects tested between
TAAS and TAKS.

The Reading Proficiency Tests in English (RPTE) were
first implemented in the 1999-00 school year. RPTE
tests are administered to limited English proficient
(LEP) students in Grades 3 through 12 to measure their
progress in learning to read in the English language.

Another component of the statewide assessment
program is the State-Developed Alternative Assessment
(SDAA). The SDAA, first administered in the 2000-01
school year, measures the academic progress of
students in special education programs in Grades 3
through 8 who are receiving instruction in the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) in a subject
area tested by TAAS, but for whom TAAS, even with

Table 2.1. Subject Areas and Grades to be Tested in the English and Spanish Versions of the
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

English TAKS

Grade Subject

3 Mathematics Reading

4 Mathematics Reading Writing

5 Mathematics Reading Science

6 Mathematics Reading

7 Mathematics Reading Writing

8 Mathematics Reading Social Studies
9 Mathematics Reading

10 Mathematics English Language Arts Science Social Studies
112 Mathematics English Language Arts Science Social Studies
Spanish TAKS

3 Mathematics Reading

Technical Note. The TAAS results shown in the Student Performance Chapter differ by 1 or 2 percentage points from those reported in the AEIS State
Performance Report on pages 6 to 17 of this report. The AEIS indicators, which form the basis for the state accountability system, reflect the
performance of only those students who were enrolled in the same district as of October of each school year. This ensures that accountability ratings
are based only on the performance of students who have been in the same district for most of the academic year. The Student Performance Chapter
contains the results of all students who took the TAAS in the spring of each year, regardless of their enroliment status the previous October. The TAAS
performance trends in the two chapters are similar.

Student Performance 19



allowable accommodations, is not an appropriate
measure of academic achievt
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Table 2.3. Percent Meeting Minimum Expectations on TAAS, All Students, 1994 Through 2002
Grade 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Reading
3 76 77 78 78 83 88 87 86 87
4 73 78 75 79 86 88 89 90 92
5 75 77 79 81 85 86 87 90 92
6 71 76 74 81 82 84 86 85 88
7 73 76 79 81 82 83 83 89 91
8 74 72 74 80 81 88 89 91 94
10 75 74 79 84 86 88 90 90 94
Mathematics
3 61 71 73 78 78 82 80 82 87
4 57 68 74 78 82 87 87 91 94
5 60 69 75 82 85 90 92 94 9%
6 58 61 73 77 82 86 88 91 93
7 56 59 67 75 79 84 87 89 92
8 55 54 64 72 79 85 90 92 92
10 55 57 63 69 75 81 86 89 92
Writing
4 84 83 83 84 85 88 90 89 89
8 66 72 72 76 79 85 84 85 85
10 79 84 83 86 87 90 90 89 91
All Tests Taken?
3 56 65 67 70 73 78 76 77 81
4 52 61 63 67 73 78 80 81 84
5 56 64 69 74 79 82 84 88 91
6 53 58 65 72 75 79 81 82 85
7 53 56 63 70 73 77 79 84 87
8 47 47 54 62 68 76 77 80 81
10 50 52 57 64 69 75 80 80 85

aDoes not include science and social studies tests.

In addition, all grade levels made significant gains in
the all tests taken category. For the first time, all grade
levels had at least 80 percent of students passing all
tests taken. The percent of students meeting minimum
expectations in all tests taken (reading and mathematics
at Grades 3, 5, 6, and 7; reading, mathematics, and
writing at Grades 4, 8, and 10) ranged from 81 percent
at both Grades 3 and 8 to 91 percent at Grade 5. The
TAAS data for all tests taken from 1994 through 2002
are presented graphically in Figure 2.4 on page 23.

Texas Learning Index

All Students
Spring TAAS Administrations 1994-2002
Grades 3-8 and 10

TLI scores for 2002 show continuing improvement at
every grade level in mathematics and reading.

Spring 2002 marks the ninth year that student
performance in reading and mathematics has been
reported via the Texas Learning Index, or TLI. The
TLI, a score that describes how far a student’s
performance is above or below the passing standard,

Student Performance

was developed to allow students, parents, and schools
the opportunity to relate student performance to a
passing standard and to compare student performance
from year to year. Because the purpose of the TLI is to
show year-to-year progress as students move toward the
exit-level test, the TLI is not used for reporting the
results of tests that are not administered in sequential
grades and/or not administered at the exit level.
Therefore, scores for the writing test (administered only
at Grades 4 and 8 and at the exit level), the Spanish
reading and mathematics tests (only at Grades 3
through 6), the Spanish writing test (only at Grade 4),
the science and social studies tests (only at Grade 8),
the RPTE (administered in Grades 3 through 12), the
SDAA tests in reading and mathematics (administered
in Grades 3 through 8), the SDAA writing test
(administered in Grades 4 and 8), and the end-of-course
tests are reported as scale scores rather than TLI scores.

The TLI provides an indicator of whether a student is
making sufficient yearly progress to be reasonably
assured of meeting minimum expectations on the exit-
level test. The TLI can be used in this way because the
passing standards for the tests administered at the lower
grades are aligned with the passing standard at the exit
level. In other words, it is as difficult for a third grader
to pass the third-grade reading and mathematics tests as
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The data in Table 2.4 on page 24 indicate that at all
grades, average TLI scores in both reading and
mathematics have been rising since 1994. Average
2002 TLIs in reading were in the 80s at all grade
levels, ranging from 83.1 at Grade 3 to 89.5 at Grade 8.

Student Performance
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average TLI score of 90.2 at Grade 10 is a gain of 9.0
points over the performance on the Grade 3 test in
1995. The average TLI also showed an improvement in
mathematics, with a gain of 8.3 points between Grade
3 and Grade 10.

Student Performance Results, by
Ethnicity and Economic Status

Percent Meeting Minimum Expectations
Spring TAAS Administrations 1994-2002
Grades 4, 8, and 10

This section focuses on Grades 4, 8, and 10, so results
from the writing test can be included in the
comparisons.

Grade 4

In the all tests taken category, African American
students’ scores rose by an impressive 5 percentage
points in 2002 as compared to 2001.

24

The comparison between 1994 and 2002 shows that
African American, economically disadvantaged, and
Hispanic students have all made impressive gains on
TAAS (see Table 2.6).

Both  African  American and  economically
disadvantaged students’ reading scores in 2002 rose 3
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students). The comparison between 1994 and 2002
shows impressive improvement: 52 percentage points
for African American students, 47 percentage points for
economically disadvantaged students, 45 percentage
points for Hispanic students, and 30 percentage points
for White students.

Writing scores rose by 1 percentage point over 2001
levels for African American students to 84 percent
passing. Economically disadvantaged students’ scores
remained unchanged at 85 percent passing. The scores
for Hispanic students decreased slightly by 1
percentage point to 86 percent passing. And the scores
for White students rose by 2 percentage points to 94
percent meeting minimum expectations.

All tests taken results provided more evidence of
continued improvement. Scores in 2002 improved by 5
percentage  points  (75%  meeting  minimum
expectations) compared to the previous year for African
American  students. Economically disadvantaged
students’ scores increased by 4 percentage points (78%
meeting minimum expectations). Percent passing
results also rose by 4 percentage points for Hispanic
students (80% meeting minimum expectations). White
students’ scores increased by 3 percentage points to 91
percent meeting minimum expectations in 2002. The
comparison between 1994 and 2002 indicates that
African American students made the greatest gain in
this category, showing an impressive increase of 43
percentage points.

Student Performance

Grade 8

The scores for all groups in the all tests taken category
continue to show impressive improvement.

Table 2.7 on page 26 presents the Grade 8 TAAS
results for 1994 through 2002 for the four student
groups.

Reading
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economically disadvantaged students gained 51
percentage points, Hispanic students gained 50
percentage points, and White students gained 26
percentage points.

The writing scores for the most part remained
unchanged in 2002 as compared to 2001, with the
exception of economically disadvantaged students,
whose scores decreased by 1 percentage point. The
percent-passing rate for all four groups ranged from 77
percent  meeting minimum  expectations  for
economically disadvantaged students to 91 percent
meeting minimum expectations for White students.
Gains between 1994 and 2002 ranged from 14
percentage points for White students to 29 percentage
points for African American students.

In the all tests taken category, which includes the
reading, mathematics, and writing tests, the 2002 results
showed overall continued im

26

2002 Comprehensive Annual Report on Texas Public Schools



students, 87 percent for economically disadvantaged
students, 88 percent for Hispanic students, and 96
percent for White students. The comparisons between
1994 and 2002 showed an impressive upward trend,

Student Performance
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Grade 3 to 83.0 at Grade 5; the greatest improvement
since 1994 was at Grade 5 (20.5 points). For Hispanic
students, average TLI scores ranged from 79.6 at Grade
3 to 84.9 at Grade 5, with the greatest eight-year gain
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LEP students had higher passing rates than did LEP

Student Performance
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Table 2.15. Average Texas Learning Index (TLI), R
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Table 2.17. Average Texas Learning Index (TLI), Reading, by At-Risk Status and Grade, 1994 Through 2002
Change
2001 to 1994 to
1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2002 2002
Grade 3
At Risk 69.0 688 689 705 745 779 764 769 777 08 8.7
Not At Risk 805 800 805 8.2 835 8.6 84 8.0 85 05 5.0
Grade 4
At Risk 69.7 718 687 696 747 765 779 791 802 11 105
Not At Risk 830 845 838 847 872 884 897 895 899 04 6.9
Grade 5
At Risk 70.7 70.9 710 731 74.9 751 766 785  8l4 29 107
Not At Risk 846 81 859 879 884 894 904 906 915 09 6.9
Grade 6
34
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planning. Student performance data generated from a
benchmark administration are reviewed by the State
Board of Education as it sets the passing standard.

Science

Results of the spring 2002 administration show that,
compared to the previous year, the overall passing rate
increased by 2 percentage points, with 93 percent of all
students tested meeting minimum expectations. This
pattern of gain from 2001 to 2002 was repeated for all
