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ARP ESSER III Section2001(e)(1), Reserve to Address 
Impact of Learning Loss

States that an LEA must reserve not less than 20 percent of its 
total ARP ESSER allocation to address learning loss through the 
implementation of evidence-based interventions, such as summer 
learning or summer enrichment, extended day, comprehensive 
afterschool programs, or extended school year programs, and 
ensure that such interventions respond to students’ academic, 
social, and emotional needs and address the disproportionate 
impact of COVID-19 on underrepresented student subgroups.
As part of TEA's ARP ESSER III state plan, we are required to 
monitor this requirement.
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2023 Program Random Validations
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Addressing Learning Loss – Phase 1

153 LEAs

LEAs notified February 23, 2023



Documentation of Evidence-Based Interventions 

The documentation must address how the interventions will respond to 
the academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs of all students, 
and particularly those students disproportionately impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including students from:

Å low-income families 
Å students of color 
Å English learners 
Å children with disabilities 

Å students experiencing 
homelessness 

Å children and youth in foster care 
Å migratory students
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Documentation Examples 

Å Learning Acceleration Plans

Å Comprehensive Needs Assessment

Å Evidenced-Based Summer School 
Program Information

Å High Dosage Tutoring Program 
Information

Å



Documentation Upload to ESSER Compliance WorkApp

Å LEAs will upload documentation within the Addressing Learning Loss 
Smartsheet in the ESSER Compliance WorkAppusing the following link:
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https://workapps.smartsheet.com/app/Fhq9c5Jxpm6F83J4x4CqVHWJCJ/7Mg3r2x4C853m


ESSERIII 20%RequiredSet-Aside
Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs)
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ESSERIII – 20%RequiredSet-Aside
Frequently Asked QuestionsFAQ
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How canthe 20% Set-Aside be usedto addresslearningloss
support?

The 20% set-aside must

The



ESSERIII – 20%RequiredSet-



ESSERIII – 20%RequiredSet-AsideFAQ

© 2022,TexasEducationAgency.All RightsReserved. 11

Canthe 20%set-asidebe usedto supportactivitiesduringthe
regularschoolday?

Yes. TheAmericanRescuePlan(ARP)Actreferencesthat evidence-
basedinterventionscouldincludethe general activity categoriesof
summerlearningor summerenrichment,extendedday,
comprehensiveafterschoolprograms,or extended school year 
programs. However, the U.S. Department of Education has clarified 
in their ESSER FAQ guidancethat additional activities can be 
supported, which could also occur during the regular school day.



ESSERIII – 20%RequiredSet-AsideFAQ
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What does‘evidence-based’meanwith respectto the 20%set-aside?

All activitiesfundedby the 20%set-asidemustbeevidence-basedand
shownto be effectivewith vulnerablestudent 
populations. ‘evidence-based’ is defined as “an activity, strategy, or 
intervention that demonstrates a statistically significant effect on 
improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes”. Evidence-
based interventions are “practices or programs that have evidence to
show that they are effective at producing results and improving
outcomes when implemented”.



ESSERIII – 20%RequiredSet-AsideFAQ
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ESSERIII – 20%RequiredSet-AsideFAQ
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Are there recommended uses of ESSERfunds that will assist LEAsin
addressingthe impact of the COVIDpandemicand disruptions leading to
learningloss?

Professional 

Development

Extended Instructional 

Time
Staffing Facilities Technology

Mental Health and 

Behavioral Supports

¶ Reading Academies
¶ high-quality 

instructional 
materials

¶ dyslexia training
¶ professional 

development 
stipends

¶ technology 
integration training

¶ extended day
¶ extended year
¶ high-dosage tutoring
¶ summer learning
¶ community 

partnerships

¶ tutors
¶ reduced class sizes
¶



Thank You!

Cristine Ayala@tea.Texas.gov

Chelsei Culmer@tea.Texas.gov 

Tamie Frierson@tea.Texas.gov

ESSER Compliance Specialists

Special Monitoring Division
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