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Appendix A: Questions and Answers- Updated August 2023 
The following questions and answers relate to various topics important to dyslexia and related disorders.  

August 2023 Update: Please note that the passage of House Bill (HB) 3928 prompted changes to the Dyslexia Handbook, 
2021 Update, adopted by the State Board of Education (SBOE) and this Appendix A: Questions and Answers document. While 
the SBOE goes through the required rule making process to make changes to the Handbook, this document has been revised 
to only retain questions and answers that are likely unaffected by future Handbook changes and the bill. For specific 
information about the requirements of HB 3928 that are effective immediately, refer to the document Dyslexia Evaluation, 
Identification, and Instruction ʹ House Bill (HB) 3928. Once the SBOE revises the Handbook, Appendix A will be revised to 

/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/hb-3928-faqs.pdf
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For the student who has been evaluated and determined to be Section 504 eligible, OCR has indicated that 
parents/guardians can refuse the initial provision of Section 504 services and revoke consent for continued Section 504 
services See Letter to Durheim, 27 IDELR 380, OCR Dec. 1997; OCR Senior Staff Memorandum, 19 IDELR 892, OCR 1992. 

 
However, there is no authority in the Section 504 regulations or in published OCR guidance for the proposition that a 
parent/guardian can unilaterally remove Section 504 eligibility. All the parent/guardian can remove is the services; the 
nondiscrimination protections of Section 504 will remain. 

 

Without an eligibility identification of dyslexia, the LEA may still provide appropriate tiered interventions relevant to the 

student’s needs. Parental notification is required when a student receives assistance from the school district for learning 
difficulties, including intervention strategies that the school district provides the child. Please refer to 24TSB 1153- Frequently 
Asked Questions for more information.24 T  

 
 

Relationship of Texas State Laws, Rules, and Procedures to Dyslexia 
 

5. What are the responsibilities of a school district or open-enrollment charter school in implementing the 
state dyslexia laws? 

 

School districts and open-enrollment charter schools are required to provide every student who has dyslexia or a related 
disorder with access to each program under which the student qualifies for services. Every school district and charter school 
must collect pertinent data for any student suspected of having dyslexia or a related disorder. (See Chapter III: Procedures 
for the Evaluation and Identification of Students with Dyslexia.) The evaluation and identification process for students 
suspected of having dyslexia is guided by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Each school must provide 
each identified student access at his/her campus to instructional programs as required by subsection (e) of 19 TAC §74.28 
and to the services of an interventionist trained in dyslexia and related disorders. The school district or charter school may, 
with the approval of each student’s parents/guardians, offer additional services at a centralized location. Such centralized 
services shall not preclude each student from receiving services at his/her campus. Additional detail regarding requirements 
for implementation of state dyslexia law is included in 19 TAC §74.28. 

 

If parents/guardians receive evaluation information related to their child’s reading difficulties from a private individual or 
entity, the school district or open-enrollment charter school must consider the information provided by the parent/guardian. 
However, the school district or charter school must follow federal and state law, rules, and procedures to make the final 
determination of student eligibility for dyslexia and related disorders. 

 

 

6. Who is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the dyslexia laws within a school district or open- 
enrollment charter school? 

 

The local school board or board of trustees for each school district and open-enrollment charter school is responsible for 
implementation of federal law including IDEA and Section 504, state law, SBOE rule, and procedures for dyslexia services in 
their districts (TEC §38.003, TEC §7.028(b)), and 19 TAC §74.28). The Texas Education Agency is ultimately responsible for 
ensuring compliance with IDEA. 
 

 

7. What can parents/guardians do if the school district or open-enrollment charter school is not following state 
requirements related to dyslexia? 

 
Concerns about local school matters, such as the programs selected for use by a school or district, staffing decisions, or 
services offered to an individual student, should be raised with local district or school administration. Each district and 
charter school must have a local complaint process that may be used to address the concern. 
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In some circumstances, an individual may wish to file a complaint with TEA. To file a general complaint with TEA TEA anc6
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/about-tea/contact-us/complaints/tea-complaints-management
/academics/special-student-populations/dyslexia-and-related-disorders
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/66/283/0/0/CodeTable/List/7990
/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/dyslexia-screening-exception-reason-in-the-texas-student-data-system-tsds
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ways to meet the needs of students with dyslexia. Refer to 24 TServi

/sites/default/files/dyslexia_coding_instructional_arrangement_7-2022.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F323116&data=04%7C01%7CDeanna.Clemens%40tea.texas.gov%7C9e2ee43d648b44b3a0e208da084582e6%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637831391877555807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lbL65963c9c1b8ReDtNzdWZAnqCf6x1BPnsv5DzPSzY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F323116&data=04%7C01%7CDeanna.Clemens%40tea.texas.gov%7C9e2ee43d648b44b3a0e208da084582e6%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637831391877555807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lbL65963c9c1b8ReDtNzdWZAnqCf6x1BPnsv5DzPSzY%3D&reserved=0
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25. When a student does not attend the local school district, what procedures are followed for identification of 
dyslexia? 

 
State

/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/state-guidance/guidance-on-parentally-placed-private-school-children-with-disabilities
/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/state-guidance/guidance-on-parentally-placed-private-school-children-with-disabilities
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Section 504 requires the evaluation to draw upon information from a variety of sources including aptitude and achievement 
tests, teacher recommendations, physical conditions, social or cultural background and adaptive behaviors. 

 

29. If a student is already receiving special education services for one particular area of need (e.g., speech) and 
the student is suspected to have dyslexia or a related disorder, does the ARD committee need to convene to 
recommend that the student be evaluated for dyslexia and related disorders? 

 

Yes. For any student receiving special education services, including a student receiving speech services, the ARD committee 
and other qualified professionals, as appropriate, must review existing evaluation data on the student and, on the basis of 
that review and input from the student’s parents/guardians, identify what additional data, if any, are needed to make an 
informed decision regarding the identification of dyslexia. If further evaluation is recommended, the school district or charter 
school must give the parent or guardian prior written notice of the proposed evaluation and a notice of procedural 
safeguards (when required) and seek parental consent for the evaluation according to the requirements by IDEA. A timeline 
for completion of any new evaluation should be determined by the ARD committee. 

 

30. What requirements need to be kept in mind when considering reevaluations or retesting for students with 
dyslexia? 

 

Under IDEA, reevaluation of a student with a disability may not occur more than once a year, unless the parent and the 
school district or charter school agree otherwise; and must occur at least once every three years, unless the parent and the 
school district or charter school agree that reevaluation is unnecessary. The first step for any reevaluation is conducting a 
review of existing evaluation data (REED), which identifies what, if any, additional data is necessary for the reevaluation. 
Under state law, a student determined to have dyslexia during screening or testing or accommodated because of dyslexia 
may not be rescreened or retested for dyslexia for the purpose of reassessing the student’s need for accommodations until 
the school district or charter school reevaluates the information obtained from previous testing of the student (TEC 
§38.003(b-1)). 

 
31. Is the district or open-enrollment charter school responsible for conducting evaluations or reevaluations 

required by colleges and universities for students with dyslexia to receive accommodations? 
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shall not preclude each student from receiving services at his/her campus. 
 

33. What must be in a curriculum used by the specialist for teaching students with dyslexia, as required by Texas 
state law?

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMzAuNDk1MjQ5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYS50ZXhhcy5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy90eF90YV9yZXNwb25zZV9yZXF1ZXN0LTExLTEyLTIwMjEucGRmIn0.4caYZbtfZiFdwRFJwXttJhQBP2WgyUQtGuzkBaIZPSA/s/742507972/br/121893033643-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMzAuNDk1MjQ5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYS50ZXhhcy5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy90eF90YV9yZXNwb25zZV9yZXF1ZXN0LTExLTEyLTIwMjEucGRmIn0.4caYZbtfZiFdwRFJwXttJhQBP2WgyUQtGuzkBaIZPSA/s/742507972/br/121893033643-l
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instruction (e.g., 45 minutes, 5 times per week). An ARD committee, however, may customize or individualize the specific 



https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
/accommodations/
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Educators should collect and analyze data pertaining to the need for instructional and test-related accommodations for 
students with dyslexia that will support educational decisions made by the ARD or Section 504 committee. Data should 
include multiple sources, formal and informal, provided by parents/guardians, teachers, and/or others knowledgeable of the 
student. By analyzing data, the committee of knowledgeable persons (ARD or Section 504) can determine if the 
accommodation is appropriate or unnecessary. Over time, data can confirm the continuation or justify the removal of any 
accommodation(s). 

 

48. Can technology benefit students with dyslexia? 
 

Yes. The research is definitive regarding technology and instruction for students with dyslexia. When students have access to 
technology, their overall performance improves. Technology tools allow students with dyslexia to be equal participants in 
school-based learning experiences (TEC §38.0031). Technology is not to take the place of direct and explicit instruction, but 
to provide access to grade level and course curriculum. The online tool 2 4 TTechnology Integration for Students with 2 4 T Dyslexia 
may provide assistance in identifying appropriate technologies. 

 
 

49. Is the district required to provide technology devices or services for students identified with dyslexia? 
 

Yes, if the ARD committee determines assistive technology (AT) devices or services are necessary to provide a student with 
FAPE. School districts and charter schools must ensure that assistive technology devices or assistive technology services, or 
both, are made available to a student with a disability if required as a part of the student’s special education, related 
services, or supplementary aids and services. IDEA permits IDEA funds to be used to improve the use of technology in the 
classroom by students with disabilities to enhance learning and to support the use of technology, including technology with 
universal design principles and assistive technology devices, to maximize accessibility to the general education curriculum for 
children with disabilities. 

 

There are no Section 504 regulations concerning technology, students may need access to existing technology; 

https://www.region10.org/programs/dyslexia/techplan/
/accommodations/
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