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SETDA State Policymaker of the Year Award 
 
Utah was positioned to quickly and effectively transition to remote learning thanks to many years of 
preparation and leadership from Dr. Sydnee Dickson. In 2015, the Utah state legislature called for the 
development of a master plan to improve classroom technology use. Under the direction of Dr. Dickson, a 
team of stakeholders created Utah’s Essential Elements for Technology Powered Learning. In the plan, 
Utah identified several components of effective technology integration and proposed a statewide DTL 
grant necessary for implementation, which became codified into law. 
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